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How parallel mis is to the CHRIST IAN'sLirz of Farrn, 
through the Wilderneſs of this World to the heavenly 


285 Canaan; and the Excellency and Power of Firn, 
and the Safety, Joy and Peace it brings to the Soul; 5 
and the Mitery and pale Fs of Unbelief. | | 
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Tell of al his wondrous Hirte. 


O Ged when thou wenteſt forth before the People, when thou 
did march through the Wiladerreſ! | theEarth ſhook, the 
_ . Heavens alſo dropped at the Preſence of God: Even Sinai it. 
lbs moved at the Preſence of God. PSALM Ixviii. 7. 8. 


- Now theſe things happened unto them for Examples, and 
were written for our Admonition. 1 COR. x. 14. 
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Plain, Earneſt Addreſs to all pr feſſing Chriſtians, 
duly to conſider what they are by Nature, and what 


they muſt be by Grace before they can be ſaved, Under 


four Heads, viz. 


1. Original Sin, and its dreadful Fruits and Effects, &c. 
2. The Neceſkty, Nature, and Effects of Regeneration, 


&c. 
3. Believing in Chriſt for our whole Salvation. 


Ihe Neceſſity of $anQufication as a meetneſs for 


 Heayen. . 
A L 8 O, 


® 


IT. Some 8 Directions and Advice to aſſt the Faith 
and Practice of True Believers, to promote a Life of Faith 
and Holineſs, and an Increaſe of all Grace nd Peace 3 in 


their Souls. 
The Sg coND EDIT ion, 2 and wack enlirged. 
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Eternal Tandy: the Mighty Gon, the/ 
PRINCE of Pract, the Great Kine, 
Hion-PRIESsT, and Heap of his 
CHURCH, thelp = are EG 


mee 


\ MOST arv{lots and incarnate Gon 

who came to ſeek and ſave that which | 

| was loſt, Who took our Fleſh that 
thou mighteſt fulfil all Righteouſneſs for us, 
and offer thy Life a full Satisfaction and Sa- 
crifice for our Sins, ſhedding thy moſt precious 


Blood to make an Atonement for them: 
a 2 Permit 


DEDICATION. 
Permit a vile Worm to offer theſe Papers to 
thy glorious Majeſty, from a Principle of 
Duty, Gratitude, and Love. For thou haſt 
redeemed me by thy Blood, thou haſt en- 
| lightened, quickened and ſanctified me by thy 
Word and Spirit, thou haſt enabled me to 
believe in thee, to love thee, and to defire to 
glorify thee. ' All I am, and all I have, thou 
haſt beſtowed upon me, outof the inexhauſti- 
ble Fulneſs of thy free Love, and ſovereign 
Grace. Accept, I beſeech thee, this my 
poor Endeavour to ſhew forth thy Praiſe, and 
ſpeak a Word of comfort and counſel to ſome 
of thy People, Lord, I know that the In- 
ſtrument is nothing: It is not my Might, 
* Strength, or Wiſdom,. but by thy Spirit 
« alone,” that any Good is or can be done 
to the Soul. But thou diſdaineſt not to work 
by Inſtruments: And thou canſt cauſe a 
«« Worm to thraſh a Mountain,” and out of 
«« the Mouths of Babes and Sucklings or- 
«« dain Strength.” O Lord, the Advocate 
of Sinners, accept this poor Teſtimony of 
Love and Gratitude! and grant that thy 
Bleſſing may be upon it, thy Spirit ſanctity 
and 


iv 


DEDICATION. | 


2 apply it to the Hearts of thy Children nd i 
People. Make it a Word in Seaſon to quick- -} 
en, comfort, and ſtrengthen them; to encreaſe | 


their Faith, Hope, and Confidence in Thee, 
that they may more heartily love, obey and 
glorify Thee: Vouchſafe unto them more and 
more of thy unſearchable Riches ; that they 


may be wiſe in thy Wiſdom, and ſtrong in th 


Strength ; cloathed in thy Righteouſneſs, and 
made compleat in Thee ; bleſſed in Thee 
with every ſpiritual Bleſſing, enabled to fol- 
low thy Example, and tread in thy Steps in 
their Pilgrimage through the Wilderneſs of 
this World to the Land of everlaſting Reſt, 


LORD ! I preſume to lay this at thy Feet, 
and to look unto Thee alone for a Bleſſing 
upon it. And if thou ſhalt condeſcend to uſe 
it as a fooliſh Inſtrument in thy Hands to any 
Purpoſes of thy Glory, Not unto me, not 
* unto me, O LORD, but unto thy Name 
«© be the Praiſe.” For unto Thee alone 
belongeth Glory; * and thou art worthy, O 
_* LORD JESUS, to receive all Praiſe and 
« Power, and Riches, and Strength, and 


« Wiſdom, and Honour, and Bleſſing. m_ 
8 


DEDICA T ION. 


1 may every Creature in Heaven and Earth, 
« in the Sea, and under the Earth, Ds A- 
2 men. Hallelujah. : 


„ Bleſſing, Hondur, Glory, and Peet, be 
% unto HIM who ſitteth upon 'the Throne, 


and unto the LAMB, for ever ande ever.“ | 
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HAT late excellent Divine, Mr. Harvey, 

in his Remarks on Lord Bolinugbroke's Let- 
ters concerning the Hiſtory of the Old Teſta- 
ment, touch on this Paſſage of the You? in theſe ' 


Yes)" vix. 
- 


« This open'd a Theatre for that amazing 
„Train of Miracles which have been in all 
“Ages as ſerviceable to the Faith of Chriſtians, 
as they were formerly conducive” to the Wel. 
* fare of the Jews. The whole of this won⸗ 
* fderfifl Tranta&tion was typical of ſpiritual 
* Things, The Egyptian Bondage was a Re- 
* {ſemblance of our natural State, our Slavery to. 
„ Sin, The Taſk-Maſters ſhadow forth the 
% Tyranny of unruly Appetites and Paſſions. 
« Their Deliverance was a Reſemblance of our 
Redemption from the Guilt and Power of 
Sin. The Troubles and Oppofition they met 
* with in the Wilderneſs exhibit a lively Picture 
* of the Moleſtations and. Temptations that 
* afſaults the Chriſtian, Trials await us 
** Snares ſurround us—Through Conflicts and 


much Tribulation we mult enter the Kingdom 
1 of 


wii INTRODUCTION. 


* of Heaven. The Cloud that was ſpread over 
* them to ſcreen them from the Heat of the 
Sun, and the Fire that ſhone before them in 
the Night to lead them through the trackleſs 
,* Defſart, were not thoſe amiable and exact Em- 
e blems of our Saviour's Merits and his holy 
Word; the firſt refreſhing to a guilty Con- 
4 ſcience., the latter, a Light to our Feet, and 
« a Lanthern to our Paths to guide us in the 
«© Way everlaſting. Theſe, Topics are ſo invit- 
ing., fo pleaſing, ſo comfortable, that I can 
„ hardly perſuade myſelf to leave them. Let 
„ me add one Obſervation more and I have 
done. It is apprehended by very judicious 
&< Perſons, that the Puniſhment of the Egyptians, 
* and their total Overthrew, may be a Preſage 
« of the Miſery and Ruin that will ſooner or 
<« later fall upon Individuals and Nations that 
« rcject the glorious Goſpel, and vilify its ſacred 
«Repoſitory, the Bible.“ Page 32, 33, 34. 


Mr. Hervey makes beautiful Obſervations on the 


Myſtery and Power of Faith; on the falling of 


the Walls of Jericho, by the Sound of Rams 


Horns; alſo of the Sun and Moon ſtanding ſtill 
at the command of Joſhua, Page 36, 37, 38: 
This excellent Writer only juſt touch'd upon 
theſe Subjects in his Remarks on Lord Boling- 
broke's Letters; had his maſterly Pen wrote de- 


fignedly on theſe Subjects, it would have been 
charming indeed, | 
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ON TRR 
Paſſage of the Iſraelites thro” the Wilderneſs | 
TO THE ö 1 


LAND of CANAAN. 


EEXRAVING frequently received much Comfort 
* bh and Inſtruction, in conſidering the Paſſage of 
N the 1/razlites to the promiſed Land, as a I 
Fr of the Chriſtian's Paſſage through the Wil- 
3 dJq̃eerneſs of this World, to a Land of Reſt in 
Heaven, —and the peculiar Circumſtances of it ſtrongly 
to reſemble our coming out of our natural State of Bon- 
dage and Slavery to Sin and Satan, into the glorious Li- 
berry of the Children of God,—that the Mareh of the 
ews, under the immediate Direction and ProteQion of 
chovah, was like the Believers March, under the Ban- 
ner of Chriſt, and the Influence of his Spirit, paſſing 
from the Dominion of Satan's Slavery, and advancing in 
the ſeveral Stages of the divine Life; living by Faith 
on the Word and Promiſe of God, and going forward in 
the divine Strength and Protection, unto the Land of 
everlaſting Reſt and Peace, — The Conſideration of theſe 
Things having afforded me much Comfort and Inſtrue- 
tion, I have attempted to expreſs my Obſervations ; 
hoping that the ſame Almighty Being, who has vouch- 
ſafed to make them uſeful to me, will condeſcend to bleſs 


them to others, | ; | | 
A | There 


7 
| (1.10 | 

There is much of the Glory, Wiſdom, Love and 
Power of Chriſt to be ſeen in his care and dealings with 
bis ancient People, when he brought them out of FH 
with a mighty Arm; marched before them inthe Wil- 
derneſs; led them thro' the Sea; fed them by Miracles 
from Heaven z wrought ſych Miracles and Wonder, as 
made Nations and Kingdoms tremble, and which ſtand 
on Record as a Teſtimory of the Lord's PFaithfulneſs, 
Love and Power, to ſupport and comfort all thoſe that 
#ruft and beeve in Him. £ | 

We like thoſe People of old are paſſing thro' the Wil- 
derneſs of this World, we are on our Journey to Eter- 


| -Þ nity ; we profeſs to believe, hope and truſt in God for 


every Comfort and-Bleſfing white in this Vale of Fears ; 
may we profeſs to march under the Banner of Chriſt, to 
live by Faith while marchingtowards the promiſed Land,, 
to be Strangers and Pilgrims in this World, All who, 
are really ſuch, will experience what I have written, and 
remember the marvellous Works of God of old, to the 
Comfort and Benefit of their Souls, and to the encreafing. 
of Faith thro' the Grace and Bleſſing of the Lord. ” 
In Phar-eh and the Egyptians, we may ſee the na- 
tural Condition of all Men, their Hardneſs of Heart, 
Blindneſs to ſpiritual Things, Enmity againſt God, his 
Ways and Works of Grace, Was the King of Egypz 
unwilling ts own the Power of God, and to command 
the Magicians to imitate the Miracles wrought by Ma- 
ſes, that they might appear to be the mere Effect of . 
condary Cauſes; Thus when God ariſes to ſhake terri- 
bly the Earth, to make Sinners fear his wondrous 
Power, tremble at his Juſtice, and flee to him for Mer- 
cy; we are willing to afcribe theſe Appearances to any 
Thing, ſooner than own the peculiar Hand and Provi- 
dence of God in them. When his Judgments were 
affecting, Phararh indeed @wned the Hand of the Lord, 
and cven promiſed to obey him. I have been amazed to 
obſciye the Infi.clity of worldly wiſe Men in this Age, 
ſecking to account for every Judgment of God from 
natural Cauſes, while the great God of nature is not al- 
| fs lowcd 


, 


lowed to uſe theſe ſecond Cauſes to execute His Will ! 


* They belie the Lord, ſay tis not he.“ God muſt not 


ariſe to Judgment, muſt never be offen ed ſo as to pun- 
iſh; Winds, Storms, nor Earthquakes muſt not fulfill 
God's Word. Such will not hear che Voice of Godin 
his Judgment, nor ſee his Hand when lifted up! the rea- 
fon is, they are blind in Heart like Pharaab; & they know 
“ not God, and his Judgments are far above their Sight.“ 


Thus when the natural Man ſees and feels ſuch Viſita- 


tions of the Almighty as he cannot deny came from 
above (for God has ſaid, they ſhall ſee) then will he con- 
fefs the Power of God, and confeſs himſelf a Sinner. 
But as Pharaab hardened his Heart, and kept not his 
Word when the Plagues were withdrawn; ſo the natu- 
ral Man forgets his Promiſes of Obedience, as ſoon as 
the Terror of God's Wrath is removed. When the 
Hand of God touched the Egyptians ſo nearly that all was 
at Stake, they promiſed they would oppoſe no more; fo 


many, under Conviction of Sin, promiſe and vow to de- 


part from all Sin for the future. But as the former re- 
turned to their Oppoſition, as ſoon as the Lord removed 
their Afflictions; ſo when the Terrors of God are taken 


from their Coaſciences, the latter are turn'd to their be- 
loved Luſts, and hug them as cloſe as ever. When the 


Lord flew all the firſt-horn in Egypt, the Egyptrans cried 
out amain, and ſuppoſing Death was at hand, promiſed to 
comply with the whole Will of God; yet no ſooner did 
they recover their Fright, than they repented of their 
Repentance. When the Terrors of preſent Death were 
removed, they ſaid, why did we let theſe People go? and 
immediately aroſe to purſue after them. So it is with 
Sinners. Under the Terrors of approaching Death, 
they confeſs their Sins, and promiſe to obey the Lord. 
The . fears of future Puniſhment, cauſe Sin to loſe its 
Reliſh. But if Health returns, their Love to Sin re- 
turns with it; and frequently they not only return to, 
but even ſollicit their beloved Sins with more Eagerneſs 
than ever; this proves the Neceſſity of a ſaving Work 
of Grace upon the Heart by the Spirit of God before 
any can truly repent; and the dreadful uncertainty i 
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the reality of a Death-bed Nepentance. This Hardneſs 
and Blindneſs of Heart, and fighting againſt God, brought 
the Egyptiont to their Deſtruction in the Red Sea. In like 
manner, to perſiſt in Unbelief, denying God's Judgment, 
refuſing to ſee or heat when he calls to Repentance, will 
alſo deſtroy Sinners in the Wrath of God prepared for the 
Devil and his Angels. The Egyptians ſaw and confeſſed 
the mighty Hand of God at laſt, and would have fled 
from the terrible Deſtruction, but could not. This 
alſo is the Caſe of Sinners. When they are ſeized by the 
mighty Hand of God, they would fly from the Puniſh- 
ment due to their Sins. But the Day of Grace is paſt, 
and terrible, endleſs Deſtruction overthrews them. 
The Iſraelites were drawn and made willing to be led 
and taught by M:ſes, and to believe God's Meſlage to 
them, Their Eyes were opened to behold the mighty 
Power of God, and their Hearts to believe and obey his 
Word; and at his Command to depart out of Egypt on 
the Promiſe of the Almighty to bring them to an ex- 
ceeding good Land. This is a Picture of poor Sinners, 
called of God to ſeparate themſelves, to come from the 
' Teſt of Mankind, from the Slavery of Sin, the Bondage 
of Satan, the Love, Vanity and Pleaſures of the World 
in the Goſpel-Declarations of an everlaſting Enjoyment 
of an heavenly Country. As the Lord called his Peo- 
ple of old by Moſes and Aaron, his Grace and Power 
making them willing to obey, ſome perhaps through 
Fear, others drawn by Love; ſo the Lord now calls his 
People by his Miniſters, Word, and Providences, his 
Spirit working in their Hearts, inclining them to the di- 
'vine Will and Word, enlightening their Minds, quick- 
ening their Souls, and applying the divine Word to their 
Hearts. Some are- thus made willing, in the Day of 
God's Power, to beiieve in Chriſt for Hdd and Salva- 
tion, and receive him in their Hearts by Faith. Others 
are moved by Fears and Terrors. Some have terrible 
Convictions of the Guilt of their Sins, both by Nature 
and Practice, and even apprehend they are going to Hell 
for the Puniſhmen: of them. Yet ſo it is, by God's 
Power, they all go forwards in the Ways of God, _ 
| ca 
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lead to Peace, ſooner or later, they alſo receive Pardon 
thro' Faith in the Death of Chriſt, and thro' his Righ- 

. teouſneſs find themſelves accepted in the Beloved, who / 
is the Life, Repreſentative and Head of all Believers,who 
are his myſtical Body, and from whom they all receive 
Grace and Strength, as the Branches from the Vine, or 
the Members from the Head to which they are united. 
Chriſt was typified to the Iſraelites of old, by the Paſ- 
chal Lamb, whoſe Blood ſprinkled on the Door-Poſts 
preſerved them from the deſtroying Angel, when he cut 
off the Firſt-born of the Egyptians, And in the Goſpel 
the atoning Blood of Chriſt is now plainly ſet forth for 
the Remiſhon of Sin, as the true City of Refuge from 
the Avenger of Blood, v ho will aſſuredly execute Ven- 

nce on all who die without an Intereſt in him. How» 
Fafe and ſecure were the Iſraelites from the deſtroying. 
Angel, while all the Firſt-born of the Egyptians were 
deſtroyed, becauſe the Blood of the Lamb was upon their 
Door-poſts ; and this heavenly Sign, like the Banner of 
God diſplayed over them, was as an 3 Guard to 
them, to preſerve them from immediate Death. This 
was a Type of the Blood of Chrift, which, when it is by 
Faith applied to the Conſcience of the Believer, takes 
away Guilt, Sin and Fears of Eternal Death, defends 
from Satan's Power, and brings Peace and Security to 
the Soul. The Jfrachtes were commanded to keep the 
Paſſover, in Remembrance of their Deliverance from the - 
Bondage of Egypt, and the deſtroying Angel. So Chriſ- 
tians are commanded to celebrate the Communion of the 
Body and Blood of Chriſt, in Commemoration of his 
Death, of the Pardon, and'Exemption from eternal Pun- 
iſhment. The Maelites eat the Paſchal Lamb, as a fa- 
cred Means of ſtrengthening Faith, and exciting them 


to Thankfulneſs, Gratitude and Love, for their great 
Deliverance. 


Chriſtians alſo, when they commemorate the d ing 
Love of Chriſt, the true Lamb of God, eat his Fle 
and drink his Blood by Faith ; hereby ſtrengthening and 
refreſhing their Souls: For Chriſt is hereby received into _ 
the Heart by Faith, which is more and more transformed _ * 


1nto- 


, ». (han 13 5 
into the divme Image. How careful were the People of 
old to keep this divine Feaſt “ So every true Believer 
will carefully embrace every Opportunity of appearing at 
the Lord's Table, After this Feaſt the //razlites ſet for- 

ward with a high Hand. So the believing Soul, having: 
taſted the Love of Chriſt, goes forth in his Strength, in 
the Way of his Commands, ſuppoſing he ſhall never 
ſtagger or be weary, or be afraid. In Heb. 11, 27. we read 

' that Maſes for ſook Egypt not fearing the wrath of the King 
becauſc he faw Him who is invifible ! What a Leſſon 
is this to the Followers of Chriſt's Miners in particular; 
did they but ſee Him who is inviſible by the Eye of 


| rene Faith, How little would the Fear of Man affect 
them? How valiant would they be for the Truth, how? 


* faithful in their Teſtimonies, how zealous for God, how 
ſteady in their Walk, dead to the World; holy in their 
| Lives, and ready to beat the Croſs. And how watch- 
ful; prudent and obedient would the Lives of Chriſtians 
be, did they always ſee Him who is inviſible? This 
would caſt out that trifling Spirit, Conformity to the 
World, and prevent that wwa/fe of Time, and fill 
them with a Godly Fear, and adorn the Goſpel of 
Chriſt in all things ſo much wanting among Profeſſors. 
The Vaclites marched on undauntedly, until they came 
into that great Diſtreſs and Trial of Faith at the Red Sea; 
IF ; where tho' they had the Pieſence of God in the Pillar of 
Pire and of a Cloud, yet when their Enemies, the Egyp- 
tians appeared behind them —impaſſible Rocks on both 
ſides, and the Sea before t hem ;—as there was no poſſible 
Way to eſcape by human Means, ull their Courage failed, 
they repented that ever they came out of Egypt, and 
even upbraided Moſes for bringing them out. In like 
Manner Chriſtians Jet out boldly to march under the 
Banner of Chriſt; yet when Temptations appear, and 
their returning Corruptions begin to make head againſt 
them, though they have the Word and Promiſe of God, 
the Aids and Influences of his Holy Spirit, for their 
Support, their Hearts fa'l them, they think they ſhall 
be overcome, they ſometimes -wiſh they had never en- 


tered on à religious Life, which is attended with fo 
: much 
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much Diſtreſs and Danger, and perhaps blame tho 
who were the happy Initruments of their Converſiom 
In the Diftreſs of the Iſruelites, the Lord ſpake to Moſes 
to command the People to go forward. Where ſhould ' 
they go, ſay. Senſe and Reaſon ? Is not the Sea be- 
fore them, Rocks on each Side, and their Enemies be- 
hind them? Tes, yet, in Obedience to the divine 
Command, they muſt go forward, truſting to him to 
make a Way for them toicſcape. So in the Chriſtian's 


Diſtreſs and Trouble, the Lord by one Meaus or other WW 


intimates his Will, that he muſt go fotward in the Way 
of Duty, which the Lord has appointed, truſting on 
his almighty Power and faithful Promiſe to help and de- 
The Lord brought the Children of ar! this Way 
to prove them, to diſplay his glofious Power, and to 
deſtroy the Enemies of his People. So likewiſe ow the 
Lord permits Temptations to befal his Choſen: he ſuf- 
fers them to be brought into Straits, Trouble, and even 
Perſecutions to try and exerciſe their Faith, to wean them 
from all Creature-dependance, and to learn them to live 
by Faith in Chriſt, that they may ſee his gloriohs Power, 
Wiſdom, and ſovertign Grace. We muſt ſuffer wi 


* 


Chriſt, if we hope to be glorified with him, Nom. 8, T7. 


The Conduct of the Exyptians to the Tfraelites, repreſents 
the Enmity the Seed of the Serpent has to the Seed of the 
Woman. When the L/raelites talked of going to ſerve 


God, the Egyptians increaſed their Burdens: And when 


they did indeed depart from them, to give up themſelves to 


follow the Lord's Call and Command, then they were 


in Arms to force them back or' deſtroy them.” They 
cried, I will purſue I wil draw my 8 word on them 


So 'tis now. When any take of going to Chriſt,” an 


—my Luft ſhall be ſatisfied on them I will deſtroy,” — 
are made willing to believe and obey him, the World 
thinks they are going mad, are beſide themſelves, and 
therefore begin to hate and oppreſs them. But if they 
really forſake their Sins and Vanities of the Worlds and 
truly believe and follow Chriſt, as the only Way to 


eternal Life, then the World grows mad upon them, fay- 


ing 
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ing all Manner of Evil falſely againſt them, perſecuting 
| them, and where human Laws do not interpoſe, perfe- 
| cuting them even unto Death; thereby fulfill ing thoſe 
| Scriptures, ©* Ye ſhall be hated of all Men for m 
[ % Name's ſake. All that will live godly in Chri 
& Jeſus ſhall ſuffer Perſecution” Formal Profeſſors are 
as great, if not greater Enemies, to vital Holineſs and 
true Believers, than even the moſt profane and wicked. 
Formaliſts pride themſelves in their Performance of 
ontward Duties, and make no ſcruple of conforming to 
the World in its Vanities, Pleaſures and Profits. By 
theſe Satan keeps Poſſeſſion of their Hearts. He gives 
them no Diſturbance for keeping up the Form of Re- 
ligion, ſo long as he has their Affection. But when the 
Soul cries after Chriſt, when the Will is renewed, and 
1 the Affections ſet on Things above, then Satan in ears 
9 [neſt oppoſes its Happineſs. As he is the God of this 
„ World, the Spirit that now works in the Children of 
4 Diſobedience; Perſons in their natural State, are under 
his Influence Accordingly he uſes them as Tools and 
Inſtruments to oppoſe and perſecute all true Members of 
Chriſt's myſtical Body. Chriſt and the World are op- 
poſites. None can love him and this World too. Be- 
Tievers . then having renounced the World to follow 
Chriſt and delight in God, the World hates them. 80 
that it is common to ſee Friends, and even Relations 
join in oppoſing them. Satan would deſtroy them for 
1 his Service and Slavery. But though he is not 
always permitted to kill them, yet he is ſometimes ſuf- 
fered to terrify them with Doubts and Fears, to threaten 
them by his Inſtruments, and to do them much ſecming 
Injury; thus fulfilling the Scriptures, + We muſt thro' 
©& much Tribulation enter into the Kingdom of Heaven.“ 
We muſt deny ourſelves, take up our Croſs, be deſpiſed 
of the World. Every one © that will live godly in 
& Chriſt Jeſus, ſhall ſuffer Perſecution. For the World 
% knoweth us not, becauſe it knew him not'”—In the 
Diſtreſs of his People the Almighty interpoſed and diſ- 
ll played his glorious Wiſdom and Power. He commanded 
ll 2/7/55 to bid the People fear not, but to ſtand {till and G 
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the Salvation of God, Nevertheleſs, in th's their great 
Trouble * cried unto the Lord; ſome; no doubt, 


with much Faith and Earneſfneſs. Foſephus fays as if 
Moſes prayed with ſtrong Faith in this manner, Lord, 
thou knoweſt that no Force or Contrivance of ours can 
avail us in this Diſtreſs, tis in Thee alone to find out a 
way to fave this People, who by thy Command have left 
Egypt; deſpairing of other-ways, we fly unto Thee alone 
for $ uccour : Lord, let it come ſpeedily, give us a full 
Proof of thy Omnipotence and Faithfulneſs ; we are in 


great Stratis ; great to us, but not to Thee; the Sea is 


thine; and it ſtops us in our Paſſage ; the Mountains 


which ſhut us up on each Side are thine; Thou canſt 


divide this Sea, or turn its Waves into firm Land, and 
give us a ſafe Paſlage thro' the devouring Deep; or if it 
pleaſeth Thee, thou can'ſt make us march in Triumph 
aloft thro the open Sky ” What a Bleſſing and Priviledge 


it is to be permitted to pray to an Almighty God, who: 


has promiſed to hear and help! This is what the World 
cannot deprive Believers of. For they can be in no 
Place or Diſtreſs, but they may pray. None can ſo inter- 
poſe between God and them, that he cannot hear their 
Cry and help them; and the Prayer of Faith always pre- 
vails. Behold now the Fruit of the Hraelites Faith and 
Obedience | *The Angel of the Lord, who went before 
©« them in the Pillar of Fire; now removed and came 
& behind them,” to protect them from the Epyptic 1s; 


who preſſed hard upon them. Here is an Almighty. 
Guard, This Pillar of a Cloud and Fire gave Light 


to God's People, but was Darkneſs to the Egyptians, O 
the Wiſdom, Power and Love of God to his Choſen ! 
How does he confound all the Devices of their Enemies 1 


His Ways and Providences are ſo dark to God's Enemies, 


that they ſee not the Almighty in them, nor his Intention 
in them, and therefore-ruſh on to their Ruin, if reſtrain- 
ing Grace does not interpoſe. Yet the ſame dy and 
Providences of God frequently appear plain to his People. 
They ſee his Almighty Hand, and infinite Wiſdom, which 
ſerves to direct, and cauſes them to rejoice under the Sha» 
dow of- his Wings. Thus the Word of God, through 
the Teaching of the Holy 1 is a Light to our _ 
| 66 an 
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* and a Lanthorn to our Paths.” When we walk in 
. God's Ways, and look up to him in Prayer, then the 
Word comforts and enlightens us; ſhewing us our Duty; 
and the Love, Grace and Truth of God. But the 
natural Man, who reads his Bible as a common Book, 
or perhaps to cavil and find Fault, there appears little but a 
curious Hiſtory and good moral Sentences, unleſs much 
Darkneſs and ſeeming Contradiction; for no Man 
knoweth the things of God, but by the Spirit of God, 
but they are fooliſhneſs to all natural Men: 1 Cor. 2, 
IT, 14. In like manner, in divine Providences, the natu- 
ral Man ſees only Chance and ſecondary Cauſes ; but God's 
People ſee his Hand in many Events, and rejoice that they 
do ſo. But in nothing is this more evident than in the 
glorious Myſtery of Chriſt the incarnate God. What 
unſpeakable Joy, Glory, Grace and Conſolation, do Be- 
lievers find in Chriſt? In him they have Life, Righteouſ- 
neſs, Redemption, Pardon, Peace, Sanctification, and eve- 
ry ſpiritual Bleſſing. He is the Delight and Deſire of 
their Souls. In him they are complete. But to Men in 
their ungenerate State there is no Form nor Comelineſs 
in Chriſt; but he is a“ Stone of Stumbling, and x Rock 
«© of Offence,” They believe not that he is God, will 
not bear to hear of his Glory, Grace or Power: And 
ſo will not have this Man to reign over them. And 
too many not only ſlight his Commands, but oppoſe his 
Word and Spirit until ſudden Deſtruction comes upon 
them. 

Now begins that awful and amazing Scene, which 
aſtoniſhed all the Kingdoms of Canaan, and entirely de- 
livered the Vralites from the Egyptians. At God's Com- 
mand the Sea opened itſelf, and gave a ſafe Paffage to his 
People. The Waters heaped up on each Side, were a 
Wall to them. The Lord gave them Faith to venture, 
and Light from the Pillar of Fire to direct them. Mr, 
Henry obſerves, it was not Moon-light ; the Moon being 
ſeven Days paſt the Full. But what gave Comfort and 
Light to the Children of J/rael, occaſioned Trouble and 
Diſtreſs to their Enemies; for out of the Pillar of Fire 
God looked on them. Something they ſaw or heard (ſays 
the above mentioned Perſon) which troubled them. The 


Preſence of Chriſt thus troubles his Enemies and confounds 
| their 


* 


enn 


their Devices. Thus Jeſus looks on his Enemies with 
his Eyes which are as Fire, which fills them with Fear, 
Dread and Terrors. If the Lord becomes our Enemy, 
all his Creatures are againſt us, for all obey him. Thus 
their Chariot M heels came off, nothing proſpered, all 
was in Confuſion, The Egyptians were now ſenſible 
that the Lord's Hand was againſt them, and according- 
ly were terrified. They cried out, Let us return 
from purſuing; but alas ! it was now too late. They 
had reſiſted God ſo loug, that now they muſt be Exam- 
ples of his Juſtice aud Glory, and ſtand on Record to 
all Ages, as a Terror to rebellious Sinners. What Hor- 
ror ſeized them when the , Sea came upon them! much 
like that of dying, hardened, hopeleſs Sinners, juſt 
going into Eternity. See here the dreadful End of all 
who perſiſt to harden their Hearts againſt God, his 
Judgments, and Word ! Their Charicts, Horſes, Arms, 
and Strength availed them not ; but ſerved rather to 
magnify their Deſtruction, and to ſhe how eaſily the 
Lord can overthrow all the Power, Policy, and Coun- 
ſels of the Mighty. How does he laugh them to ſcorn ! 
to abaſe the Pride of all Fleſh, to ſhew that the rejoic- 
ing of the Wicked is ſhort, that when they boaſt moſt, 
and ſeem moſt ſure of Victory, then is their Deſtruction 
near, then do they periſh in a Moment. There was all 
the Glory, Strength, aud Pride of Egypt. Fifty thou- 
ſand Horſemen, a mighty Army of Chariots, and two 
hundred thouſand Footmen, all armed, following in 
Wrath, and ready to ſeize an helpleſs Multitude. But 
God interpoſed ; he cauſed the Sea to return and over- 
whelmed them. What an awful Diſplay of Power is 
here! How are the mighty fallen! who can conceive 
the inexpreſſible Horror and Amazement when thoſe 
vaſt Mountains of Waters began to fall upon them 
ready to ſwallow them up with ſuch ſudden De- 
ſtruction! Thus the People of God are not only deli- 
vered, but enriched alſo with the ſpoils of this mighty 
Hoſt, which were caſt on the ſhore. Thus the Lord 
fulfils his Word, even at the Expence of Miracle, and 
makes all Things, even the Rage and Devigeggof their 
WY © Enemies 
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Enemies to work together for Good to them that truſi i 
him. | 

Aft r this great Deliverance they rejoice and ſing 
Praiſes to God; and ſuppoſe they ſhould never again 
repine and disbelieve. Thus Perſons, 'who after ſharp 
Convictions of Sin, ſore Oppreflions of Satan, great 
Temptations, and inward Conflicts, are through Grace 
brought out of Fears and Diſtreſs into Goſpel-Liberty ; 
are full o Gladneſs, rejoice in Chriſt, and give Glory to 
God, and fancy they ſhall never be ca down and 
troubled. The People of old fet forward after this 
Tranſport of Joy, ſuppoſing they had no more Difficul- 
ties to encounter; but they ſoon' wanted Water, and 
when they found ſome it was bitter. Then theſe ſo 
lately joyful and thankful People were caſt down and 
murmured. Thus young Chriſtians, having received 
Pardon and Peace, ſuppoſe that all will now be calm 
and delightful : But when the Lord hides his Face, 
they ſtagger, begin to fear, and even to repine. Their 
Souls want the living Waters to refreſh them, but they 
find the bitter Waters of Trouble. Not expecting 
theſe Trials of Faith, and forgetting what Chriſt has 
done for them, they are r ady to think they had better 
never have entered on a religious Life; forgetting that 
we are called to Sufferings, to bear the Croſs, and that 
through much Tribulation we muſt enter the Kingdom 
of God. However the Lord, in due time, delivers 
them, makes 1weet their bitter Waters of Trouble and 
Unbelief; as the Lord directed "Moſes to a Tree which 
ſweetened the bitter Waters of Marah ; thus Crofles 
and Troubles are ſanctified, and yield the Fruits of 
Peace. 

The Iſraelites went forward ; and the Lord refreſhed 
them with twelve Wells of Water, and comforted and 
delighted them with ſeventy Palm Trees. So the Be- 
liever finds Comfort and Refreſhment in his Soul thro” 
the Grace of Chriſt. Outward Troubles are removed 
and ſucceeded by a Bleſſing of inward Peace. The 
Pialm is an Emblem of Peace, thus the Lord gives In- 
tervals of Peace, to refreſh the Souls of his 9 

a while 
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while paſſing through this Wilderneſs of Trouble, and 
gives us to drink of the Waters of Conſolation to renew 
our ſtrength ; giving us ſome Repoſe by the ſtill Waters 
of Comfort: Theſe are Tokens of God's Love to us, 
Foretaſters of thoſe Rivers of Pleaſure which are at God's 
right Hand to ſatisfy our Souls, which ſhould quicken us 
to preſs forward towards Zion, to drink of the Waters 
of Lif more abundantly. 

Soon after the People came to the Wilderneſs of Sin. 
Here they grew rebellious, complained of Hunger, 
and boldly charged Moſes and Aaron with injuring them, 
in bringing them out of Egypt. Amazing Ingratitude ! 
yet thus do manyBelievers act. Every Croſs makes them 
complain, repine againſt God, and charge the Initru- 
ments of their Converſion with bringing on them theit 
preſent Troubles. Remembering their former Idols, 
they cry out for them again. Thus the Fleſh hates the 
Croſs. Inſtead of praying for more Faith, Grace and 
Strength, many crave to have the Fleſh gratified. And 
to this Satan ſtirs them up, knowing it will hinder their 
following Chriſt, and prevent an Increaſe of Grace in 
their Soul, For their Saviour has expreſfily declared, 
* It any Man will come after me, let him deny himſelf, 
and take up his Croſs, Watch and pray, that ye 
* enter not into Temptation.“ 

The Lord is pleaſed ſometimes to ſuffer us to fulfil 
our Defires, and thereby to * ſend Leanneſs witha 
into our Souls,” For the Indulgence of the Fleſh wil 
not fail to bring a Believer into great Diſtreſs ; bringing 
Puniſhments from God. “ For this Cauſe many are 
«« weak, and many ſleep ;” are cut off in this Lite for 
their Sins, or go mourning all their Days, without com- 
ing to a ſettled Peace and eſtabliſhed Faith. God calls 
them ta Holineſs, but they will indulge themſelves : 
God calls for the Heart, but they are for keeping their 
Idols. Thus the Lord dealt with his People of old. 
I will give you Bread from Heaven, and try you, faith 
the Lord, He gave them alſo Quails ; of which how 
exceeding greedy were they? Yet while the Meat was 
in their Mouths, God ſmote many of them with Death. 
B 3 Who 
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Who would believe that theſe People ſaw the Sea open 
for them to paſs through ? Saw the wonderful Power 
of God in preſerving .them, and deſtroying their Ene- 
mies? Yet thus it would always happen, if God pre- 
vented it not by his Grace. Although we have taſted 
the Goodneſs of the Lord, and experienced his par- 
doning Love, yet, if we be left to ourſelves, Sin re- 
vives, Faith and Love decay,we begin to queſtion whe- 
ther all that happened to us was not a Deluſion, and 
look again towards Egypt. Here Chriſt interpoſes by 
His Grace. | He will feed his Flock daily with heavenly 
Food, the Bread of Life that came down from Heaven, 
that we may not die. I hus the Soul is fed daily by 
Chriſt, as the People in the Wilderneſs were with 

Manna. Thoſe that gathered Manna, though they 
gathered but little, when they came to meaſure it, 
had no lack; and they who gathered much, had no- 
„ thing over.” This is a Leſfon to Chriſtians to live 
by Faith on God's Word and Providence; going on in 
the Way of Duty, looking up to God for his Bleſſing, 
which can make a very little fuficient for our real Necei- 
ſiesti. This Manna was gathered every Morning. So 
ſhould we go to Chriſt in the Morning of our Lite, and 
in the Morning of every Day, toreceive a freſh ſupply of 
Grace, Faith, and Strength, to go on in the Ways of 
the Lord; for Chriſt is our Life, and without him 
« we can do nothing.” Chriſt is the real Manna, his 
Word and Doctrine daily feed and ſtrengthen faithful 
Souls : All ſuch gather this heavenly Manna with the 
Arm of holy Diligence into their practical Judgments, 
ſeeing its Beauty by the Eye of Faith, and lay it up in 
the Chambers of their ſpiritual Affections, where the 
ſalt of divine Grace keeps it from putrifying, and the 
appetite of divine Love 1o reliſhes and digeſts itdaily in 
all holy Converſation and vital Godlineſs to an increaſe 
of Faith and growth in all Grace, untill the Soul grows 
up in all things into the Image of Jeſus Chriſt, into a 
meetneſs for Glory. 
While the garnal Profeſſors by frequent hearing of it 
with their outward Ears, and ſeeing it only in their Un- 


derſtandings 
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derſtandings in a common way, imagine that they are 
real Believers becauſe they receive it in the Theory, 
ſuch lay it up in the Chambers of their carnal Minds 
till it ſtinks and breeds the Worms of carnal Security 
and Preſumption; dreadful Lukewarmneſs, horrible ſpi- 
ritual Pride, and fatal Security for want of a real change 
of Heart, and the ſalt of Sanctification from the Spirit 
of Chriſt, I fear this is the State of Multitudes of Pro- 
feſſors at this Day, who are full of doctrinal Knowledge, 
can talk, diſpute, and cavil about Religion, and Points 
of Doctrine wi h much Readineſs; but herein conſiſts 
the whole of their Religion, Pride of Opinions and 
Head Notions ; for none are more void of the Power of 
Godlineſs, or the Practice of true Religion, than many 
of theſe, whoſe Heads are full of Doctrines, but their 
Hearts ſeems void of Grace, &c. but they who know 
their Maſter's Will and do it not, ſhall be beaten with 
many Stripes. Luke 12, 47. | 

The Lord commanded the People to go forward to 
Rephidim. Here they wanted Water, murmured again, 
queſtioned God's Preſence among them, and were even 
ready to ſtone Moſes. This repreſents the ſtaggerings 
of young Converts, who though they have experienced 
Deliverances from former Difficulties, yet return thro' 
Unbelief, to murmur and ſometimes to clamour againſt 
the Inſtruments of their Converfion, as ſoon as they 
tall into freſh Troubles. But Moſes cried unto the 
Lord, and ſaid, What ſhall I do? Here is a Pattern 
of Faith and Patience, Thus do all true Believers. 
They cry unto the Lord, pray much, look up to Chriſt, 
lay their Complaints before him, Lord, what ſhall I do? 
teach, direct, deliver me. All that are led by the Pillar 
of a Cloud and of Fire ſhould be ever looking to the 
Lord to pluck-their Feet out of every Net of Te upta- 
tion. Moſes is alſo a Pattern to all true Miniſters and 
Teachers. When the [fraclites abuſed him, and were even 
ready to ſtone him (as carnal Perſons are ready to do all 
true Preachers) he went unto God and ſought his Will: 
Lord, what ſhall Ido? See how readily the Lord hears 


and ſends Relief! Take thy Rod, ſays He, ſtrike the 
B 4 Rock 
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Rock before the People, and Water ſhall come outs 
He did ſo; and, amazing ! Rivers of Water came forth- 
What Encouragement is here for Prayer and Depend- 
ance on God! If the Lord brings us into Trouble in 
the way of our Duty, he will certainly deliver us. 
The Rock was a Type of Chriſt. The Rivers of Wa- 
ter that flowed out diſplay the infinite Fulneſs that is in 
Chriſt for us, Theſe Waters were 10 abundant that 
they ran throughout their Camp. From Chriſt proceed 
the Influences' of the Spirit to refreſh thoſe who believe, 
and to impart to their Souls Strength and Grace. They 
that drink of theſe never thirſt after the poluted Streams 
of this World; but cenverfing with God by Faith and 
Prayer, receive more and more out of the Fulneſs of 
Chriſt, until they * grow to a full Stature, to a perfect 
* Man.” Thoſe who in the Wilderneſs of this World 
follow Chriſt, may aſſuredly reſt and believe, that all 
their real Wants (hall be ſupplied. For though out- 
ward Means may fail, yet the Lord's Hand is not ſhort- 
ened. *Tis ſad to obſerve among the poor and miſe- 
rable, how many are ready to murmur, yet never pray 
to' God to relieve, ſupport, and help them! is it be- 
cauſe there is no God in Iſrael, or that they have no 
Knowledge of Him? ſo cannot believe in, or pray ta a 
God which they know not: Oh! this is the dreadful 
caſe of moſt of the Poor at this Day! they are miſera- 
ble indeed, who are diſtreſs'd and in want, yet have no 
Faith or Hope in the Father of Mercies! oh how 

my Soul pities and is grieyed for them. | 
When the People were purſued by the Egyptians and 
were in outward Diſtreſs, we did not hear them com- 
lain of Wants for their Appetites. But when outward 
. were cut off, then inward Luſts and Corrup- 
tions ſprang up. Thus it is with many now. If they 
are oppreſſed and perſecuted, their Souls moſt commonly 
thrive and grow in Grace, But it outward Oppoſition 
ceaſes, then Satan ſtirs up the Corruptions of the Heart. 
Thus it has been ever obſerved, that the People of God 
always thrive and grow in real Godlineſs in times of Op- 


preſſion and Perſecution; but Security and Proſperity 
| cauſe 
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eauſe them to decline and wither, as Dew before the 
Sun, when the Reproach of the Croſs ceaſeth. 

Perhaps, as a Puniſhment, the Lord now 3 the 
Amelakites to come and fight with Iſrael. So the Lord 
often ſends Afflictions, Enemies, inward and outward 
Troubles to punith looſe Walkers; who, though they 
have received Grace, yet hanker after their Indulgencies, 
mutt taſte of heir ſinful Pleafures. On this Account 
many do not grow in Grace, but are lifeleſs and com- 
fortleſs. Some Idol is indulged, which ſeparates the 
Soul from God, and ſo deprives it of Joy, Light, Lite, 
Peace and Comfort. | 

The People are now called out to fight under Joſhua. 
Thus muſt Chriſtians go forth to fight againſt the Lord's 
Enemies, under the Wn of Chriſt, for their Lite is a 
Warfare. In the mean time Moſes prays. Obſerve the 
—_— Power of Prayer. When Moſes holds up his 
Hands in Prayer, [I/rael prevails; but when he ceaies, 
* Amalck prevails.” What a Leſſon is here to all true 
Believers! „ to pray without ceaſing, to wat h unto 
Prayer, to ſtrive in Prayer.” The Enemy prevails 
againſt our Souls when we negle& it; and they thrive 
when we are conſtant in it. What Blefling: are obtain- 
ed by Prayer! We never pray in vain, though weak in 
Faith. Moſes's Hands were ſtayed, were hell up. We 
have a greater than Moſes, even Chriſt, to intercede 
for us. Therefore let us draw near to the Throne 
* of Grace in full Aſſurance of Faith. What Good 
is there which is not promiſed to them that ask? Yet 
how backward are moſt to pray, they had rather ſo al- 
moſt any thing elſe. Rather read, hear, or talk ; for 
theſe are more eaſy, and ſo more pleaſing to the Flein, 
But to pray with Fervor, Attention, and Faith, is La- 
bour to the Fleſh, is carrying the Croſs, therefore the 
Fleth likes it not. But oh, what Bleſſings do we loſe 
hereby! Amalek prevails, the divine Part grows weak, 
Satan's Devices are leſs dreaded, ſome corrupt Deſires 
enter, and bring the Soul into Trouhͤle. 

The People now go forward to the Wilderneſs of Si- 


#41, Here the Lord condeſcends to enter into e 
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with them. They are commanded to ſanctify them- 
{elves to attend upon God, who appeared in ſuch aſto- 
niſhing Pomp, as confounded and filled them with 
Horror. Moſes, though ſupernaturally ſupported, cries 
out, I exceedingly quake and fear.” But the Voice 
of God, commanding and pronouncing the divine Law, 
was ſo terrible as to pierce their very Souls. Theywere 
conſtrained to defire, that Moſes, not the Almighty, 
might ſpeak to them, If Terror could force the Soul 
to fear and obey God, here was enough to fix ſuch an 
awful Impreſſion on the Mind, as could hardly ever be 
effaced. Thunderings and Lightnings, the Sound of the 
Trumpet which cauſed the Mountains to ſhake, the 
Lord appearing in devouring Fire, with Thouſands 
of Angels. But yet (amazing !) before forty Days, 
this very People had fo far forgot it as to ſet up a ſenſe- 
Jeſs Idol to worſhip. How confounding is this to hu- 
man Pride! where is their moral Rectitude, Reaſon or 
Senſe, after ſuch an amazing Appearance of God's Ma- 
Jeſty. Yet ſuch will be the Effect, if there is no Prin- 
ciple of Grace and Love in the Heart, The moſt pow- 
erful Terrors will not ſubdue Sin, or beget a laſting O- 
bedience: The moſt they can do is to reſtrain its Pow- 
er, which returns as ſoon as they are removed. The 
Blood of Chriſt alone can caſt Satan out of the Heart, 
and deſtroy his Kingdom and Power within us. We 
are his Slaves by Nature. Sin is ſo dreadful and ſtrong, 
that the Torments of Hell itſelf cannot ſubdue its Pow- 
er in us; tis the alone Power and ſovereign Grace of 
Chriſt, that can ſubdue Sin, and caſt Satan out of the 
Heart. This ſtrong Man armed will keep Poſſeſ- 
« fton, until a ſtronger than he comes upon him, and 
« ſpoils him of his Armour, and caſts him out.” The 
Purity and Holineſs of the divine Law, and the Curſe 
ann xed to the Breach of it, made the Sins of theſe 
People the more apparent and dreadful. Therefore 10 
many Sacrifices were appointed, all typical of Chriſt, 
the great da-rifice, to be offered in due time to expatiate 
Sin. Thus the Law was a Schoolmaſter to lead them 
« to Chriſt,” It is likewiſe ſo to us now, When _ 
| aw 
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Law in its Purity, and the Curſe for the Breach of it are 
applied to a Sinner's Conſcience, by the holy Spirit, there 
is nothing but Terror, Wrath, and Miſery in the Soul. 
Nor can | 5 be attained till the ſame holy Spirit leads 
the Soul to ſee that Sin is done away, being attoned for 
e great Sacrifice of Jeſus Chriſt. | 

« Moſes went up to God to intercede for the People; 
* ſo Chriſt is aſcended up on high, and ever hveth to 
«© make Interceflion for us.” - Moſes ſtood between God 
and the People to turn away the divine Wrath. So 
doth Chriſt now. © Tt is only through him we have 
** Acceſs unto the Father.“ Through him only may 
we approach to the Throne of Grace, or can have any 
3 to do with the Almighty. In the Wilderneſs 
Sacrifices were to be offered daily. So now doth every 
Believer offer Praiſe, Adoration, and Thankſgivings, 
* ſpiritual Sacrifices ace-ptable to God through Jeſus 
* Chriſt.” Of old, thoſe People daily offered an Attone- 
ment of Blood to expiate their Sins. So now does every 
Chriſtian daily preſent the Blood of Chriſt, by Faith 
to the Throne of Grace for the Pardon of his Sins. Great 
is the Glory, and infinite the Bleſſings of C hriſt's Inter- 
ceſſion before the Throne of Grace for us! He has 
opened a new and living way to God; the Grace, Mercy 
and Love of God comes to us through Chriſt, all our 
Prayers and Services are acceptable to God, only chrough 
the Merits of this Great High Prieſt, who is entered into 
Heaven with his own Blood, now to appear in the Preſence of 
God for us ! 

The Hfraelites were ſo ſtupid and ungrateful after all 
their Fears and Terrors, as to ſet up an Idol and wor- 
ſhip it, even while Moſes was interceding with God for 
them. It would be well, if moſt who profeſs to beheve, 
did-not the ſame. What are the Love of the World, 
of Pleaſure, Profit, the Praiſe and Eſteem of Men, but 
ſo many Idols ſet up in the Heart, and which draw 
the Affections from Chriſt, even while he is interceding 
for us? The Lord ſpared the People, on Meſess Inter- 
ceſſion, ſo that he would not deſtroy them; yet he de- 
clared, that in the Day he viſited them, he would re- 
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member this their Sin of Tdolatry : ' Accordingly he 
plagued them for this golden Calf. S0 likewiſe is it 

with Believers whoſe Hearts go after their Idols. Thro' 
the atoning Blood and Interceffion of Chriſt, their Souls 
will be ſaved from Hell: Yet God will viſit them, with 
Judgments and AMi®ions in this Life. If any ſuch 
indulge a favourite Sin, that Sin will be their Plague. 
Would they ſtrictly obſerve God's Dealings with them, 
I doubt not but they would ſee how their Puniſhment 
anſwered their Sin. Perhaps ſome have great Delight 
- in, ſet their Hearts on, ard are too fond of Relations, 
* Goods, Enjoyments. Haw often do they from theſe 
very Things find much Trouble and Miſery! Some are 
too fond and eager of Riches, Pleaſures, or the Eſteem 
of the World, What Plagyes have theſe been to Be- 
Iievers in all Ages! through the Juſtice of God they 
find Bitterneſs and Trouble in them ; not to mention 
that Leanneſs of Soul, that Deadneſs to ſpiritual Things 
which muſt enſue, when the Aﬀections are eſtranged 
from God. Some put more Truſt in the Creature than 
in the Creator. Theſe Creatyre- Comforts fail, for 
they cannot ſatisfy the Soul. Hence ariſe Croſles and 
*Pilappointments which God ſometimes in Mercy cauſes 
o make us confider our Ways and be wife.” ta re- 
turn from our Idols, and give up ourſelves entirely to 
him; thus reſtoring us te Reſt, Peace, and Happineſs. 
Moſes alſo broke the Tables of the Covenant, when 
he ſaw their {dol. This ſhews how ſoon the divine Law 
would be broken, and could not be kept by us; for the 
leaſt Tranſgreſlion of the Law is a Breach of the. Cove- 
nant, On Moſes's Interceſſion, the Lord renewed the 
Covenant with his People, and gave them new Tables. 
So, through the Mediation of Jeſus Chriſt, God made a 
new and better Covenant with us, in which are, “ ex- 
ceeding great and precious Promiſes” of Pardon, Peace, 
and everlaſting Life: All as a free Gift of his Grace in 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
Maoſes ſprinkled all the People with the Blood of the 
Covenant; thus all in the Covenant of Grace, have their 
Conſciences purged from dead Works, by the Blood - 
Chri 
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Chriſt, We may here ſee the dreadful Nature, and ex- 
ceeding Sinfulneſs of Sin, when nothing leſs than the 
Blood of the eternal Son of God can take away its Guilt 
and Puniſhment, The Altar, and all Things in the 
Service of God, were ſprinkled with the Blood of the 
Covenant. So now nothing is holy or acceptable to 
God till it is purified through the Blood of Chriſt. Mo- 
ſes put on a Vail while he was ſpeaking to the People. 
The whole Ceremonial Law had ſuch a Vail on it, that 
none but the Eye of Faith could diſcern the End and De- 
fign of it. The Ceremonial Law was a Type of Chriſt, 
and the Vail of it was done away by Chriſt, This Vail 
of Unbelief is that which blinds carnal Hearts, ſo that 
they can ſee no Glory in Jeſus Chriſt, or in the way of 
Salvation by free Grace; 'tis this Vail which makes 
them think, that the things of God are Fooliſhneſs ; that 
they can ſee no Beauty in Godlineſs, which makes 
| them ſo very fond of this World, that they can reliſh 
nothing but earthly things. 
Moſes's Face ſhone with a Glory after he had talked fo 
much with God. So do their Souls. ſhine who hold 
| much Communion with God in Chriſt. Mfes defired to 
a ſee more and more of the Glory of God, and God 
ſhewed him as much as he could bear. All true 
Believers do likewiſe greatly deſire and pray to behold 
more of the Glory and Love of God: And God an- 
ſwers their Prayers by ſhewing them, * his Glory in the 
« Face of Jeſus Chriſt,” which is the only way we can 
behold the Glory of God to our Comfort. In “ Chriſt 
ve ſec that the Lord is gracious, merciful, long- ſuffer- 
ing, forgiving Iniquity, and yet will by no means 
© clear the guilty :”* For the eternal Son of God muſt 
die, rather than God's Holineſs and Juſtice ſhould be ſul- 
Red. | | 
, The Vail on Meſes's Face fitly reſembled the Vail that 
is on the Heart of all Men by Nature, concerning the 
Things of God; which Vail is never taken away till 
they believe in Jeſus Chriſt, And this ſeems to be the 
true Reaſon why ſuch Perſons cavil at divine Things, and 
x endeayour to explain them away, The Things of 2 
een 
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ſeem fooliſh to natural Men however wiſe or learned, they 
muſt be ſpiritually diſcerned, 1 Cor. 2, 14. 

The Tabernacle ſeems a Type of Chriſt in the 
Fleſh. The holy and moſt holy Place, ſeems to repreſent. 
the glorious Myſtery of God and Man in one Chriſt, The 
Preſence of God was ſeen in the Tabernacle: So is 
c the Glory of God in the Face of Jeſus Chriſt.” No 
Sacnfices were accepted of God, unleſs offered on the 
Altar of the Tabernacle. So nothing we can do is ac- 
cepted with (God, unleſs offered in the Name and through 
the Merits and Mediation of Jeſus Chriſt ; for in Chriſt 
only, God is well pleaſed. The Holy of Holies was ſo ſa- 
cred, that none might look into it : So is the Myſtery of 
God in Chriſt ſo glorious, wonderful and holy, that none 
can comprehend it. The Preſence of God appeared al- 
ways in the Tabernacle in the Pillar of the Fire and the 
Cloud: Sn, to the Eye of Faith, the glotious Preſence 
of God appears always in Chriſt, In all the Means of 
Grace there is no divine Reliſh or Refreſhment, unleſs 
we ſee the Glory of God in Chriſt. The Word read 
or preached profits not unleſs we hear the Voice of 
Chriſt in it. The holy Sacrament brings no divine Com- 
fort, unleſs we feed on Chriſt in our Hearts by Faith 
with Thankſgiving. Chriſt is the Life and Glory of 
all. He is the Tabernacle, Altar, Sacrifice, and Prieſt, 
and all the Glory is in him. In Proportion as we ſee, 
hear, or diſcern Chriſt in the Word and Ordinances, 
ſo far, and no farther, do we grow in Grace, and find 


Profit and Comfort to our Souls. They are mere out- 


ward, formal Things, unleſs Chriſt vouchſafeſt his Pre- 
—_— 

In the Tabernacle, the Ark was the moſt ſacred 
Symbol. The Preſence of God always went with it. 
The Ark went before the People as their Guide. The 
Pillar of Fire and of the Cloud accompanied it. This 
alſo repreſents Chriſt, in whoſe Face and Perſon we ſee 
the Glory of the inviſible God. Wherever the Ark 
came, the glorious Preſence of God appeared. From the 
Mercy-Seat Moſes and Aaron received Anſwers from 
God: From hence he gave forth his Commands and 

Ordinances. 


l 

Ordinances. This is a glorious Repreſentation of 
Chriſt as God and King of his Church; from whom 
alone we receive Mercy, Peace, and the Knowledge of 
the Will and Commands of God. Wherever Chriſt” 
comes there God appears in his Glory, Power, and 
Grace. He that by Faith ſees Chriſt, ſees the Father 
alſo. For Chriſt and the Father are one. I ö am in 
ce the Father, and the Father in me.” A glorious Myſ- 
tery indeed! *Tis only known and believed by Faith, 
through the Operations of God's Spirit. All human 
| Reaſon, Wiſdom, and Learning, can know nothing 
of it, © God hides theſe Things from the wiſe and 
« prudent, and yet vouchſafeſt to reveal them unto 
« Babes;” to abaſe the Pride of all Fleſh. - 

The Pillar of Fire and Cloud directed and guided 
theſe People. When that went, they went: When that 
ſtayed, they ſtayed, To this then were they obliged 
conſtantly to look. What the Pillar of Fire and Cloud 
were to the Hraelites, the Word and Spirit of God are 
to us. To theſe every true Believer has a conſtant Eye. 
To this Teſt they bring all Doctrines of Men, and re- 
ceive or reject them, as they agree or difagree with 
theſe. © Lo the Law and to the Teſtimony, If 
they ſpeak not according to this Rule, it is becauſe ' 
„ there is no Light in them. Search the Scriptures,” 
ſays our Lord, God hath promiſed to guide us by 
his Counſel, All the Children of God are led by 
the Spirit of God, Thoſe that “in all their Ways ac- 
„knowledge God, he will direct their Paths.” The 
Steps of a good Man are ordered by the Lord. True 
Chriſtians will not have the Perſons of Men in Admita- 
tion, fo as to follow their Example or Doctrine, but as 
they follow Chriſt and his Doctrine. Were this the 
Rule with all, there would be no Bigotry to Sects, Per- 
ſons, or Opinions; but thoſe of all Denominations 
would love as Brethren ; as Members of the ſame Myſ- 
tical Body, of which Chriſt is the Head. Was this the 
Guide of Chriſtian-Fellowſhip, what Strifes, Diviſions, / 
(not to ſay Hatred and Averſion) would be avoided. 
Uh when will the Love of God caſt out that = N > 

ride 
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Pride of Opinions, that Attachment to Forms and Ges 
remonies, that tends to caſt out vital Religion! Were 
all theſe Prejudices removed, all true Chriſtians would 
march united through the Wilderneſs of this World, 
towards their heayenly Reſt, What a goodly Appear- 
ance did the Ijraelites make when they went forward 
with the Preſence of God among them! So were all 
Pride, Ignorance, Bigotry and Selfiſhneſs caſt out, all 
true Chriſtians would be united in Heart and Soul, in 
Faith and Love, and march through the Wilderneſs of 
this World attended with the divine Preſence, viſible in 
Holineſs, Humility, Patience, Reſignation; and Obe- 
dience ; and would differ as much from the World, as 
the /fraelites did in their outward Condition from the 
others, Chriſt was in the Pillar of Fire and Cloud, 
which was not only a Guide to them, but ſerved as a 
Covering to defend and ſcreen them -by Day from the 
burning Heat of the Sun in the Wilderneſs, and in the 
Night it was a illar of Fire to give them Light, and 
ſhelter them from the Damps and V apours in the Night 
By Day it was as a ſweet cooling Shadow to them in a 
weary Land, and by Night it kept them warm and ſecure 
in the D:fart, Chriſt is all this to Believers now; he is 
their Guide, his Sheep hear his Voice and follow him; 
He covers them from the Wrath of God and the Curſe 
of his Law, and gives Peace to the Conſcience, And in 
the Night of Temptation defends them from the Powers of 
Darkneſs, and is a Light to keep them from Errors and De- 
luſions, and warms, quickens, and comforts themwith the 
Fire of his divine Love and Preſence in their Souls, while 
_ paſſing through the Wilderneſs of this World. 

The People now murmur again, though they were 
bleſſed and guided by the Power and Influence of God, 
and provided for by him. Accordingly the Lord puniſh- 
ed them for their Diſcontent. This is too much like 
our Conduct. We complain if all things do not pleaſe; 
forgetting we are in the Wilderneſs. Thus we bring 
on real Afflictions, the Lord often puniſhing us for 
our Diſcontent. Inſtead of praying for; more Grace 


and Strengh to be content and reſigned to the divine 
Will, 
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Will, e ate uneaſy and märmur, betraut God; in 
Mercy, Withuholds what would de to of bert. We 


fondly think it would make us happy to tive vor Deſites 
eratified;” the? it would! only increaſe ur Diſeaſeg and 
male es more unhappy.” Tis well fer as thut God de- 
mes our Defires j/ abb alſo that he pumiſbes ds, an chert. 
by calls us to repent, and cry wirto Chit to intercede for 
us; as theſe People did to Moſes, on whoſe Interceſfon 
their Puhiſhmerit ceaſed; But how ſoon were they rebel 


lng again Þ there were many ameng them, who came oh. 


ly to Tatisſy cheir Luſts. Therefore, tis fail, they fa 
7 luſting for their Appetites; nay crying all Night for 


Delicacies. Wut à Picture is this ef buran Natite 


in ſts untegenerute State! No Fear of Ged, no Senft of 
his Preſence, could" reſtrain in them that craving, that” 
raging after fulfilling the Deſires of che Fleſh, Pho! 
they had Bread enough, though they hid Herds and 
Flocks, yet they talked-'6f being kiled with Hunget. 
We ite told this was begun by tho[e'sf the mixed Mule 
titude, "who were net of 724; but perhaps Etmhe gut 
with them expecting do have their ebrtupt Difives Fra- 

tified, oppoſing thn Was religious Happlhefs;”' 7 $4 | 


matry go with People; who are ſo fur from being 
Chriſtians, that they are a Diſondur and a Reproath +6" 
Religion. All the Religion of ſuch lay in their Heads 
only, or in cheir Tongues; their Heads (well wich NO 
tions, Opihions and docttiur Knowledge, bith ferves 
them to gratify ſrixual ride in much talkitie vf ee 
Things ; While the pritice"'of "holy "Walking; tal 
Gochineſs, Heart- work, ſecret Piayef, & is netted 
or deſpiſed. They talk of Obrist without, but know” 
nothing of '® Work of Ohriſt within, factitying their 
Hearts, renewing their Wilts, & c. whatever any oy 
pretend to, Chriſt is not in them, nor is Chriſt theilt 
Righteoulneſs, urſeſs Sanctifcation follows bs its Fruits; 
fot if any Man be in Chtiſt, he is a new Creature.” 
Such are Autinonffans and afl carnu Profeſſors, ' whe cr 
Lord, Cord, but are ſo far from doing the Tings that 
be commands, that they deſpiſe Holineſs, Self dental, and 
taking up the Groſs; "hey indulge Fehr aid et 
08... | it 
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| it Goes Liberty, making Chriſt a Miniſter of Sin, Thee 
are ſome of thoſe to whom . God ſends ſtrong. Deluſions 
that they may believe a Lie, becauſe they hold the 
« Truth in Unrighteouſneſs Theſe alſo enſnart many, 
by their deceitful and artful Devices. Hence appears the 
Danger of keeping evil Company. However, auch ang 
talk of Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, and exclaim againſt legal 
Preachers, yet if we be not ſanctiſied and renewed in the 
Spirit of our Minds, if we are not holy in Heart and Life, 
and take the Law eas a Rule to wall ly; We are . 
Self-deceivers, or for Adal-hypocrites; putting aſunder Faith 
and Obedience, which. God has inſeparably joined tog 
ther. How, many are led into Sin by evil Examples; by the 
2 es of ſome who pretend to be religious, (but who will 
od and their Luſts too) deceiving their own Souls? 
This ſhews how extreamly corrupt the Heart of Man is, 
| when neither a Senſe of Mercies nor Judgments will ſub-, 
due Sin in it. Theſe People ſaw the wonderful, Works 
of God They even ſaw. his Glory. Let When 
18 Luſt came upon them in the Wildernets, they. tempted. 
God in the Deſert.” So now, though Sinners ſee ne- 
ver ſo much of God's Bounty and Goodneſs, or of his 
Wrath and Judgments, it will not deſtroy Sin in them, 
and turn them to Holineſs. 80 true is this, that there 
muſt be a Change of Heart, a Principle of divine Life in 
the Soul, before we can truely believe, obgy, or glorify, 
God here, or can e enjoy him hereafter4« ** For 
< except a Man be born again, born of the Spit, he 
cc cannot enter into the Kingdom of f 
The Followers of the {ſraclites are imitated by 8 
carnal Profeſſors in the viſible Church, at all Times. 
No ſort of Men ſo much diſhonour God, and bring a 
Contempt upon Religion, as thoſe who profeſs to know 
and believe on Chriſt, and yet are earthly ſenſual, 
« Lovers of Pleaſure, more — of God.” he. Lord 
was pleaſed to gratify the Deſires of theſe ſenſual People, 
bringing ſuch an immenſe Quantity of Quails as co- 
ged. 1 5 Earth for ſeyeral Miles round their Camp. 
Here was the wonderous Power of God. Nor was the 
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ble, who ſtood two Days and one Night to gather 
them, thinking they could never have enough. This is 
too plainly imitated by profeſſing Chriſtians at all 
Times; Who are ſo extremely greedy after the good 


Things of this World, that their Affections art ſet on 


Things on the Earth, which deſtroy the Soul. The 
Judgments of God came upon the People: He ſmote 


Numbers of them, cen while the Meat was yet 
jn their Mouths.” Thus the Lord often grants the 
Deſires of evil Men, permits them to proſper, to grow- 


rich, to enjoy their Deſites of Wealth, Pride, Ambi- 
tion, Pleaſure; and frequently requires their Souls on 
that very Night when they pleaſe themſelves” with the 
Imagination, that “they have much Goods laid up in 
Store for many Years.” How frequently are proud, 
rich Sinner called to Death and Judgment in the midſt 
of their Sins and Pleaſures? And yet how little do we 


| pr by their Ruin, who is weaned from the Purſuit of 


iches, or the Pleaſures of Sin, by hearing of the fearful 
End and horrid Deaths of theſe Men? Who is turned 
ſrom his evil Ways, by the Examples God makes of 
wicked Sinners? This ſhews the blind infatuating 
nature of Sin, the extreme Bondage and Slavery of Satan. 
What ſtrong Chains, what enchanting Fetters are theſe 
for Sin? How do they make Men fleep ſecurely when 
they are on the Brink of a miſerable Eternity! 4 
oſes was moved to Unbelief. How could the Lord 
ſatisfy ſuch a vaſt Multitude with Fleſt in the Wilder- 
neſs? Thus when Providence ſeems to. croſs: the Pro- 
miſes of God—when we can ſee no way how the Lord 
can do ſuch things as he hath promiſeq—our Unbelief 
cries out, how can theſe things be? Forgetting the Al- 
mighty. Power, and infinite Wiſdom of and that 
his Word cannot be broken. But the Language of 
Faith is, though I ſee no poſſible Way how. this Promiſe 
can be fulfilled, yet the glorious Lord of Hoſts can and 
will accompliſh it by Ways and Means I know not of; 
therefore will I truſt in him. t ban tai HA 
Now commences the grand Act of Rebellion agai 
God. The Spies e N viewing of the * 
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of Canaun, and gave an evil Report of it. On this 
tze Jfraclites riſe to Mutiny, Rebellion, and Unbelief. 
They believe Men ſooner than God; they deny his 
Truth, diſbelieve his Power, his Promiſe, his Oath. 
Juſt when they were entering on the good Land, they 
deſpiſed it, believe not that God will or can bring them 
to it. How dreadful and alar ing the Conſequence ! 


b 
Chriſtians in general! How ſtrongly does it diſplay the 
Vnbelief of our own Days, and what juſt Reaſon is thero 
to fear the fame Conſequence will happen. With Multi- 
tudes, nothing is believed which Senſe and Reaſon cannot 
comprehend. Even God's Word is diſputed. The Myſte- 
ries of Faith, Grace, and divine Love are explained away. 
What God hath promiſed is not credited, though he has 
|  _' ſworn to perform it. Unbelief is the moſt fatal Sin. Our 
Lord fays, Unbelievers are condemned already. Yet to 
4 reject what human reaſon cannot comprehend, ſeems to 


for a Man of Senſe and Reaſon, to believe any Thing 
on his Bed; and if 
ſttretch them; and if they were too long, he would lop 
of his Bed. S0 do many modern Writers with the 


. that they will believe: But all the grand Myſteries of 
Faith they lop off as needleſs. Or if, being unwilling 
not to ſeem to know all things, they endeavour to ex- 
plain them; they torture and rack them in order to 


cheir wild Standard. Hence it is, that in the Writings 
chat it is very difficult to diſcern any of their true Fea- 


7 
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« The Lord ſware in his Wrath, that they ſhould not 
„ enter into his Reſt,” but periſh in the Wildernefs. 
What a Leſſon is here for thoſe who live by Sight not 
Faith! How like this is the Conduct of nominal 


be the Wiſdom of this Age. It is reckoned mean, unfit 


merely on the Teſtimony of God. I have read of one 
Pracruſtes, a famous Robber, who uſed. to lay People 
were too ſhort, he would 


off ſome part, ſo that they might be of the exact Length 


Scriptures. Making their own Reaſon the Standard of 
all that is juſt and right; they bring the Scriptures to 
this, and what they are able to comprehend and explain, 


flretch them and make them of the exact Length with 
of many, the Scriptures are ſo mangled and disfigured, 
tures, 


M—_— yn re 


| 6 UY 


II R-0 


—— 


2 „ 
tures ; and that we frequently ſee Jeſus Chriſt himſelf 
rb th more like a Heathen Philoſopher than the Son of 
It is amazing to obſerve what Numbers will believe 
the Doctrines of Men, though they are contrary to 
God's Word. They will eaſiſy believe that God will 
neither execute the Judgements he has threatened, nor 
fulfill the Promiſes he has made; but will not believe 
that the wiſe and learned Men of this World (though 
unſanctified in Heart) can be miſtaken, | Thus Men are 
believed, God is made a Lyar : Men are juſtified, God 
diſhonoured ; Reaſon exalted, Faith deſpiſed. But howe- 


ver theſe Things prevail, we know that the Wiſ-  - 


« dom of this World is Foolithneſs with Godz” and 
that his Enemies will, to their eternal Shame and Con- 
fuſion, know that he is faithful, that he altereth not 
the Thing which is gone out of his Lips, but that he 


will fulfil his Promiſes to thoſe who believe, and execute 


by Judgments.on all who oppoſe him and are diſobe- 
3 -- - $3 Ml on ©, LOAD 3. 9 OR. 
Moſes and Aaron fell on their Faces before God, while 
Tube and Caleb endeavoured to perſuade the People to 
elieye in him; ſhewing his Glory, Power, and Faith- 
fulncſs. Thus of the true Minitters of Chriſt, ſome 
fall down in Prayer before God to ſpare and deliver the 
People from Unbelief, Rebellion, and falſe Teachers; 
whilſt others exhort, preach, ſet forth the Glory, Power, 
Grace, and Faithfulneſs of Chriſt to fave all who be- 
lieve in him: Shewing him as the only Way to Life, 
Peace and Happineſs, and that none can come unto t! 
Father but by him : That there is no Pardon and Ac- 
ceptance, no juſt Hopes of Mercy and Happineſs here- 
after but through Chriſt, The Tfraelites ordered Jaſbua 
and Caleb to be ſtoned. Thus the preaching of Chriſt 


» ſtirs up the natural Enmity of Man, not only of the 


unlearned, but of the learned in the Wiſdom of this 
World. Fer all are Enemies to the Croſs of Chtiſt, to 
Salvation through Faith in him only, until the Lord by 
bis Grace opens, their Eyes, and brings them © out of 
** Yarkneſs into his marvellous Light; until they are 
** | C3 2 1 born 


— 
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A 53 

In the Midſt of the Diſtreſs of theſe faithful Servants, 
the Glory of the Lord appeared in the Pillar of Fire and 
Cloud, which perhaps ſtruck theſe rebellious People 
with Fear, and ſo prevented their farther Rage and Miſ- 
chief. And how often doth Chrift appear in his Provi- 
dence, Grace, and Power, to ſupport his faithful Meſ- 
gers, and to confound their Enemies; ſometimes ſtrik- 
ing them with Fear, Horror, and Confuſion; ſometimes 
cutting them off in Judgment, and ſometimes convine- 
ing them of their Sins, and making them Monuments 
of this Mercy. Miſes was very earneſt and importunate 
for the People. He pleaded with God, his Glory, 
his great Name, his Mercy, his Covenant, &c, What 
a Pattern is this for all holy and pious Miniſte rs, and 
what an Encouragement it is to all true Chriſtians to 
lead and interceed for others! How powerful is the 
'rayer of Faith! Miſes's ſingle Interceſhon prevailed. 
A ſingle Prayer preſerved a whale People. It is doubt- 
leſs owing to the Prayers of God's People that the World. 
is not conſumed, The Prayers of God's People pre- 
ſerve this Land from Deſtruction, and avert his Judg- 
ments. from the Guilty, who yet think it-is not fit that 
they. ſhould live. Who knows what a, ſingle Prayer 
may -procure ? Who would not, like 1/es, plead, ſtrive, 
and wreſtle with God in 8 to ſave a, Soul from 
Death, a People from Ruin ? Oh! pray without ceaſ=- 
ing, What may you not expect? Nay, what is it God 
hath not pramiſed? „ Aſk what you will in my Name,” 
ſays Chriſt.— “ Wintſcever you alk in my Name, be- 


% lieving,. ye ſhall. receive. V ben ye pray, believe ye 
« ſhall 2 and ye Wal have ft.“ 1” the Power 
of faithful Prayer! The Neglect of Prayer is the Want 
of Faith, and the Want N Faith and Neglect of Prayer 
cauſe the Want of every Grace and Bleſſing to ourſelves, 
and to the whole Church of Chriſt. None grow in 
Grace, or increaſe in Faith, but thoſe who pray much. 
Who are conformed to the Image of Chriſt, but thoſe 
wha! are much with God ip Prayer? Who are ſtrong 

in 


N = 


— . 4 
CSLIFL 


* 


| | 8 39 ) SE 
iche Lord and the Power of, his Mig * but thoſe who 


Have freq oe urſe with him? Such are familiar 
1 the 1 eerets are revealed to DO © he 


Wo ſhews. them wb Covenant,” ._- 8 
Twelve Men were ſent to view "the Land of Ca- 


nan. Of theſe, but two gave a true Account of the 


Country, two only believed. The reſt cauſed the Peo- 
ple to diſbelieve and rebel againſt God, declaring that 
the Land Was inhabited by Glants, Sons of Anat, ſuch 
they could not overcome. What a Repreſentation bs 
here of falſe Teachers, who, knowin nothing of a 

Work of Grace on the Soul, and the Power of F aith, 
give 4 falſe Report of all the Ways, Works, and Promi- 


es of God ! repreſent Regeneration, SanQification, and _ 


the good Fight of Faith as abſurd; as mere Cant and 


Entaufiafm ; not believing that Chriſt will ſubdue thoſe - 


Sons of Azat, thoſe gigantic Luſts and Corruptions 


within' us, Pride, the Love of the World, Self-will, 


the Late of Pleaſure, &c., Not knowing the Power ef 
diyine Grace, they. think it impoſſible to © be 25 
< formed into the Image of Chriſt. Such unenlightened 
Teachers “ cauſe the People to ett, to fit down con- 
tent in theit natural State; i they tempt them to diſbe- 
lieye God, to ink that the Work of Chriſt's Spirit in 
Fed itn © Rare” is 'Heeg „And that God! requires anly Re- 


n, moral Hotty, 6 nc the" Performance of out- 
lit 90 And this, through Unbetief l never 


enter into the teſt of the People of God. 

But how the Lord afifes to r gment, "and ſends a 

'Plague'among theſe People. were inſtantly 

off_who were the 8 their Un aber and Rebellion. 

bb the Lord Twears one” of theſe Unbelievers thall 
Hat, ood La * half ie in the Wuiderneß. 

* at erde , recely 6 wor. Nor one ot them Mall 


— 


enter and poſſeſs Fe. band. at a tertibſe' T king Is 


Vjibelief! It entirely cuts of all Means of receiving 
of the Promiſes of God: For Göcks Promiſes 3 
bu to thoſe who believe. According to Nur Fait 


be it unto you.“ By Faith we receive alt the Blot | 


fiſts of” EY wp Covenant in Chriſt, But God. hath 
400 111% «ITS 36H) 170 e ” il + IV ſworn 


] 
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n 


eden no bee 55 enter into bis Reſt” « He 
that believed not, {th our Lord, is ea 7 
« already. "Surety all kalſe *Feachers; 'who 'preach 
againſt Faith, do“ ſhut WIE b;5p prog of * 0e Herren 
* againſt Men. 1855 1 the Spies, t ey neither go in 
themſelves, nor ſuffer thoſe who would to enter, Butall 
fuch, like theſe Spies, ſhall receive, greater Damnation. 
Now after their ten Times rebelling againſt God, and 
the Sentence af Death is paſſed on them, they would 
repent, but it is too late. Thus Sinners would. repent 
at the Approach of Death. But their Repentance js 
only à Fear of Puniſhment, and therefate avails no- 
thing. It does not proceed from a Change of Heart, 
from a Principle of Faith and Love, from whence pro- 
eteds true th Sorrow 3. but Sly from the Fear of 


approaching Mi 
7 25 8% forward, withgut God, 


Now theſe .P 205 ple 

without the W. 5 Pa of Chriſt, contrary, to 

| God's Word by Moſes. Bog bv the Amalckites e- 
| vail | over the and cut them off This is a liel Pic 

j ture of ſuc e under LD of Puniſhment, 

| 3 under Corrections ph Cale. will IX forth i in their 


own Strength, ſuppoſin e $: fu cient to, wor 
out er e 8 5 very firſt 


Sin an d Satan Fe en 95 15 ni ng. driven. h; ak 
We have, ng 1 5 d. ain ſt Pr 9 1 5 
and Powers. bf be; wi ibu e 


cannot prevail; 1 2 C rt 15 Our 12 he 4 Fi can 

ſubdue, our ſpi ncaa, emies, and Wi out hi m we 
can do not rr 80 

Next. the 15 of Pride, 28 the 88 "The 

ire for, the Fay: e Y he Te 

1555 th he. H N N ge think þ 

t.contend ace 0 hay, was fo ęxpreſsſy the fy 

7 But here Sr 00. Gez if agzin, aud that: 

Fri le, Contention and ppoſition, and A 

e they. came to offer Incenſe God accepted 

f L. not, bat conſumed them with Fire; and the Peo- 

ple who; were; led and deluded by them were {wa}! owed 

up alive. Surely this pointy out that great Sin 1 

* ri 
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Priefts from Pride and worldly Views. Such as are 
pvot ſanctiſied, and called by Chriſt's Spirit atę no Prieſts 
of bis, though they are ordained by Man. For. without 
Faith and Grace all outward Forms and Ceremonies 
are mere Formality, if not Hypocrify. Such cannot 
preach Chriſt and 115 „ unſearchable Riches,” the My- 
ſteries of Faith, Grace, and Love, or the Influences 
of the Spirit neceffary to a Life of Holineſs, Theſe 
Things do and muſt appear Fooliſhneſs to the Natural 
Man; therefore they offer the ſtrange Fire of Free- 
Will, moral Works, &c. inftead of the Grace of God, 
Acceptance through Chriſt, &c. Accordingly their, Of- 
ferings are ſo far from being accepted, that they bring 
Deſtruction both on themſelves and their People. 
The Lord now works a Miracle to convince the People 
who are the Prieſts he has choſen,  'Every Tribe gave in 
a Rod; on the Morrow” Aaron's Rod budded, brought 
forth Blofloms and Almonds, while all the reſt remain-" 
ed dead dry Wood as they were. Thus the Miniftry of 
thoſe who, are approved by Chriſt brings Souls from 
2 Death in Sin to a Life of Righteouſneſs: While all 
the moral Preaching, pretty Deſcriptions of Vittue, fine 
Arguments of Reaſon, leave Men as they found them ; 
dead in Sin, blind in Heart, dry Bones. It were well 
it we were convinced by theſe Effects who are The true 
Miniſters"of' Chriſt; and who are 'not ;*Whwt are the 
Döctrines of the Gofpel, and what are not. Bat we 
cem greater Inſidęls than the People of old. The 
loffoms and Fruit on Haron's Rod did convince the 
Rebels that he was the choſen Prieſt of God. But 
though Numbers who were dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins 
are raiſed to a ſpititual Life ; thou2h' we fee the Fruits 
of Faith, Love, Grace, and San ifcatton, we will not 
believe who are the Lord's Minder, Se 
The Lord yiſited the People wirkt g Plagug for theilt 
Rebellion concerning | Kira), Dulhan, and | Abiram 
But Aaron took Incence and Fire ſtom the Altar, and 
made Interceſſion for the People; fo the Plague was 
ſtayed. How delightfully does this repreſent, the alle 
Neva ling Indenſe of the Death aud Merfte Co | 
8 eſus 


1 


Jieſus Chriſt, to 8 1 ivine ard Pare 
 Ubments,due to our, Naa t hkewiſe he ws how po . 
lee the Prayers, of ts are, ho are anginted 
od's Spirit, e ire from the Altar, even 

G5 ire of divine aich, _— and Zeal: „This is 
that which prevails. This is che Fire from the Altar 


__ (Chriſt), which alone God accepts. All ot her is ſtrange 


Fire which God abhors. God. heareth not Sinners; 
but if any Man, believe in God and doth bis Will, him 
he bearetb, How powerful. is © the Prayer of Faith 
<« the effectual fervent er of a righteous, , 44 
& availeth much.“ 

The Oppoſidion to Aaron's Pneſthood was made 4s 
Princes, Men of Renown, Thus the Wiſe, the Noble, 
the Mighty of this World, have in all Ages been the 
greateſt Oppoſers of the Croſs of Chriſt. The great 
and, wiſe Reaſoners of the World, will not, cannot be- 
lieye... on Chriſt; the Myſteries of: Faith and: Grace are 
f:oliſhneſs to them. Theſe will by no means have Chriſt 
reign over them, nor receive his Teſtimony. This great 
High -Prieſt has eyer been oppoſed under one Pretence or 
bw His Glory and Godhead greatly offend all un- 
ſanctißed Men; they cannot bear. that Chriſt ſhould be 
God equal with the Father ; nor will, they be ſaved by 
Faith in his Death and Merits only,, but will in Part 
ſave themſelves b "their g good Works: Though they 
are, for the moſt Nr. bee deſtitute of tbem 
In the 19th Chapter of, Nds we are told, that Hy | 
Aſhes of a red Heifer, mixed with Water, and ſprinkle 
With Hyſlop, purified the Unclean. Every Part of a 
dead Body made thoſe unclean who touched it. Thus 
by the dreadful Corruption of our Nature, we are fo 
polluted, that the holy Gods accounts us. uncl -an, Un- 
. jars itſelf, and. will not luffer us to approach his 

till xe are olirifiet and ſanRiked. 470 Rar be dif- 
plays in the gth of, the Hebrews 13. 5 If the B. 

* of Bulls, and of, Goats, and 1 Ades af an Heifen 
- ſprinklin the Unclean, ſanctiſieth to the purifying 
« of the Fleſh;.. how much more mall the: Blood 
7. en, who through the eternal Spirit were! il 


Fad. 
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« Without Spot to God, purge your Conſcienee from 


„ dead Works?“ The Iſraclitet could not come into 


the Tabernacle, nor partake of God's Otdinances, till 
they were cleanſed, on Pain of Death. Nor can we 
have Acceſs to God, but through Faith in the Blood 
of the Mediator. This is that precious Attonement 
that reoo nciles us to God. He made Peace by the 
% Blood of his Croſs.” This alone brings Peace to 
the Sinner's Conſcience, removing the Curſe of the 
Law, and delivers from the Fear of the Wrath to 
come. This is the Sinner's Refuge ;" his only Plea ber 
fore God. On Account of this, God ſays, I, even 


I, blot out all your Sins, though they be as a Cloud, 


« for my Name's ſake*'” They who refuſe this divine 
Attonement will be cut off, cannot be ſaved, but muſt 

riſh in their Sins. How can they eſcape who neglect 

prone Salvation, 3's. Io 41 To 22 
In the 20th Chapter of Numbers we find the People 
removed into the Wilderneſs: of Sin. There they 
wanted Water; and here again they murmur aud com- 


plain. As we advance through the Wilderneſs of 
this World, we ſhall meet with much Temptation, 


much Wearineſs, many Trials of Faith. When near 
the End of our Warfare, we may perhaps be ready to 
faint for want of the Water of Life to refreſh aur Souls. 
When the Lord hides his Face we are in Trouble, walk 
in Darkneſs, are ready to murmur againſt; God, are 
tempted to Unbelief, to think that he hath forſaken 
us, and that we will not receive the Promiſes, In this 
Diſtreſs Moſes and Aaron enquired of the Lord. The 
Lord ordered Relief. He bid Moſes to command Water 
out of the Rock. Inſtead of this he ſtruck it. The 
Waters came out abundantly ; they drank, wers ſatis- 
fied. But the Lord puniſhed Moſes and Harun; for not 
rifetly - obeying hs Commands they muſt! die in the 
Wilderneſs, and not enter into the promiſed Land. 
Here is a Leſſon to all to take care how they offend 
God by Unbelief; and alſo to ſhew how, inftead of 
murmuring and complaining, we -thould pray and act 
Faith on Chriſt, ſhould believe in Hope, even Mae 
8 Hope, 


Hope, that God will ſupport us under, and laſt deliver 
us Gut of all Diſtreſs. Upon Moſes waiting on God, 
they had preſent Relief. Thus the Prayer of Faith will 
ſurely bring Comfort. And if Faith ſtagger, we muſt 
pray for its Increaſe. We muſt conſider this Wilderneſs 
is not the Land of Reſt, Pleaſure and Enjoyment ; but 
of — We are called ta take up our Cros 

and follow: our Maſter, to a Warfare againſt his Ene- 

mies and our own ; And thereſore we muſt be dead to 
+ the World, & muſt crucify the Fleſh, with its Aſtec 
tions and Luſts.“ Yet how widely different is this 
from the Conduct and Practice of moſt Chriſtians? 
They dream of gratifying the Fleſh, fulfilling its De- 
ſires, complain of Self-denial, of bearing the Croſs, 
ate 10 far from being crucify d with Chriſt, and dead to 
the World, that they are ever pleading for this Indul- 
gence, for that Amuſement. This proves that tis 8 
narrow way which leadeth untↄ eternal Life, and but 
tew that find it. Matt. 7, 14. N 
Thus many wauld live a Life of Senſe, inſtead of 
Faith. And ſo great is the Deceitfulneſs of Sin, of our 
own Hearts, of evil Example, that few, in Compari- 
Ion, ſee the Cheat; ſee how utterly impoſſible it is to 
follow Chriſt in a Life of Faith and Holineſs, and yet 
. Ins! Fleſh and its Deſires. Indulgencies are thoſe 
nemies of the Soul, which deſtroy its Peace, prevent 
its Growth in Grace, quench the Spirit, hinders its 
ſweet Operations, deaden Faith, its divine Actings and 
Fruits of Love, Joy, Peace, and ſpiritual Conſolation. 
Many indeed tell us, that we may indulge moderately, 
do as the World does in many Things, for this is on 
to rglax Nature. Sueh Reaſoners, we may juſtly 1: 
 pewmhave little or no Enjoyment of God, and of Soul- 
Communion with Chriſt. For Chriſt calls us from all 
Oreature-Enjoyments, to enjoy him; to be crucified to 
the World, that we may live with him; to deny and 
ſubdue the Fleſh, that we may live in us by his Spirit; 
and thereby fill and ſatisfy the Soul with heavenly 
Peace and Pleaſures, with Joy unſpeakable and full of 
' Glory. - Let, like the T/raelitci, we cry out to have SY 
en | en 
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Defices gratified. They indeed had mörd dee fr » 
they were in à real NUR, barren and ag 

and delt Hope was on mporaP Th ings 

Fs one We profeſs to 224 Peri T FINE ; Fa 
6741 Ping after worldly and of, 8. 10 yments, we 
divine Conſolation; r in dulg ne the f leſh, we bac 
1 ſpiritual Life of the Soul. Pleafüfe, Profit, 


dulgenhete are allowed, there Wh dwells not'; the 
rd departs from us, and leaves ds to out Idols, the 
Gods we defire, This is, in general, the Cauie of that 
ow State of Grace, and Weakneſs of Faith, Which is 
A c feen in many Chriftians. | Chit is our Liſe, 
Ligh, Glory and Strength ;- without him we can 0 
ns: and he will have our Hearts, or he will not 
ae in us. But our Hearts run after tots, therefort 
Chriſt departs from us. 
. Moſes 5 Aaron had not duty attended to God's 
Command, to glori God before the People; therefore 
they muſt die in the Wildertiefs. Whit 2 ſtriking Lefs 
ſon is this to all Teachers and Meffengers of God; to 
be careful how they faithfully declare the whole Coun- 
Tel of God. Moſes and Maren were commanded to ſeat 
to the Rock; inſtead of this they ſtruek it. 'Perhaps 
they did not think ſpeaking would do. Thus many, 
now-a-days, jumble together the Doctrines of Grace, 
and Free Wil; tearing perhaps, the People would be 
drove to deſpair, or would not Te inclined to embrace 
the Goſpel, if they were told they could do nothing” 
towa rds workin 800 their Salvation, tilt God wrought 
in them by his Grace. Aaron's Death Mews that 
Law will FW us ſhort of God, in the Wilderneſs of 
Nature; that it cannot bring the Soul do Peace, Reſt, 
and Love. This can .only he done by Jeſbua, or Jerus, 
thro' whom alone we can have Peace and Reconcilia- 
tion with God. | 
| 5 the 21ſt Chap. we read, that the 'Canaaniter came 
ht againſt I, rack, and took ſome of them Priſoners. 
Bat made a Vow unto the Lord to defttoy them, 
if he 5 deliver them into their Hands; and the 
Lord hearkened to them, "and dehvered the Canaanite 
| into 


hs. * 


"IS into their Hangs, &c, BE. Candanites are our world- - 
| Sn 8 OE our; nen; and ſinful 
Lit heſe againſt the Soul, and ſometimes 
take it price 51 And it with the Chains of Sin. 
The Lord Pen theſe Canaanites to e for our 
looſe walking with him. Then the Soul is diſtreſſed 
aries out unto the i $37) and vows to deſtroy theſe 
indwelling Sins, through his powerful Help. Then 
the Lord gives us the Vidory.. For it is he alone that 
ſubdues theſe Enemies within us. Thro' Jeſus Chriſt 
alone we overconie Satan and all his Inſtruments. 

But oh, the miſerable corrupt State of Nature in 
this Wilderneis! Preſently they rebelled again, —ſpake 
againſt God and Moſes, deſpiſed their Bleſſings of Bread, 
loathed it, & c. Now the Lord ſorely uniſhes them, 
ſend in fiery ſerpents BEN them. Hereupon they 
came to Moſes, acknowledged their Sin, and beſeeched 
- him. to intercede with the ard on their Behalf. . The 
Lord heard Moſes, and ordered him to make a Serpent 
of Braſs, and ſet it on a Pole, and declare, that whoſoe- 
ver looked: up to it ſhould be healed. _ * And it came 
to paſs. that when any Man beheld the Serpent of 

«© Braſs, he lived.” | 

This our I ord himſelf explains, «As Moſes lifted up 
* the Serpent in the Wilderneſs, even ſo muſt the Son 
« of Man be lifted up. That whoſoever believeth'i in 
him might not fiſh, but have everlaſting Life,” 
91 Iii. 14, 15. king upon Jeſus to be healed in 
Scqul, as theſe People did to the Serpent to be healed in 
| Body, and the glorious Effects of ſuch looking or be- 
lieving, are ſo unacountable by the utmoſt Efforts of 
human Reaſon, that no Man will belie ve till the Spirit 
of God enable him to look unto Chriſt to be healed. 
The whole indeed need not a Phyſician, but they 
«© that are ſick.” Therefore none come to | Chrift to 
be healed, until they feel the Diſeaſe of Sin. And none 
feel the Diſeaſe of in, till God the Holy Ghoſt con- 
vinceth them of Sin by his Word. All Men are, by 
Nature, blind and dead towards God ; nay, at Enmi 
againſt him ; Hating his * and "hating —_— = 
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Abd 1 
The Spirit of God opens the Eyes of the Mindto ſee the 
miſet able, finful ſtate of the Soul; and alſo to ſee and 
feel that there is no Remedy in themſelves, and that the 
Diſeaſe is beyond all human Help. We are ſtung by 
the old Serpent the Devil, he hath poiſoned-our Whole 
Nature, by infuſing Sin into our Souls. Here is our 
Diſeaſe, which is incurable, unleſs we look untb Jeſus: 
with the Eye of Faith, * who. is exalted to be a Prince 
and a Saviour to all that believe.“ Thaſe People of 
old felt the deadly Venom of the fiery Serpents, Which 
made them glad to go to the brazen Serpent to be heal- 
ed. We read of none who refuſed to go, ho diſputed 
and cavilled againſt the Remedy, ſaying, how can this 
heal us? how unlikely, how unreaſonable is it? Thus 
none refuſe- to look to Jeſus, who feel the Guilt and 
Burden of Sin, and the dreadful Diſtreſs of 2 wounded 
Conſeience. To ſuch, © Chriſt is precious” indeed: 
Preciouſneſs itſelf. Being healed by looking up to a 
Serpent of Braſs, or to a crucified Saviour, are-iequally - 
myſterious, far above all our Conception. Vet thus 
they ſhew the Wiſdom of God, and the Power of God, 
and the Myſtery and Power of Faith. How unlikely 
was looking on a Serpent of Braſs to heal tie Bite of a 
aeal one? Surely this is far above Reaſon; no Reaſon 
can account; for this OG bait 
. | Chriſt was. lifted up to draw: Sinners to him. Here 
is the great; the only Sacrifice for Sin. While in the 
Wilderneſs of this World, weilive among;Serpents; -are. 
aſſaulted by, and in continual Danger of the Poiſon of 
the old Serpent ; ſo that We have continual need to look 
unto Jeſus, and apply his Blood, by Faith, which is 
the only, and ſovereign Balm, for the Malignity of Sin. 
What Refreſhment and Comfort of Soul can We meet 
with while in the Wilderneſs of this Life, but in the ĩncar-· 
nate God; God manifeſted in the Fleſh, crucified 
for our Sins ? And here the Apoſtle found ſo much, 
that he deſired . to know nothing but Jeſus Chriſt, and 
him crucified. It would be well, if, as far as pothblez 
we would follow- his Example, and ſeek for nothing. 
elſe but toknoy Chriſt, and © the Power of this Re- 
22700 + ſurrection, 
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benedion, to be made Partakers of his Sufferings,” m, 
 tonformable to his , daily taking up our Cross, 
and following Chriſt's: Ex: * througtr the Wilders 
neſs-ſtate of this Life. This is the Way Chriſt liab 
commanded us to Walk This the Way to eſcape 
the Venom and Poiſon of the Serpent and his good 
Friends and Allies, the World and the Fleſh ;. but in 
ſtead of this, many who s to renounce them, go 
among them, plead for the Fleſh and the World, and 
ſay; there is no harm in it, there is nothing more ww 
than Amuſement and Relaxation. 3 OF 'D1 F 4) 


A conftant Defire to ne their Appetices, / Wall 


and Afﬀections, was the al Cauie'ot the Mraclitet 
frequent Rebellion, _—_ urmuring and Unbelief. This 
thews the great ty of being lanttified wholly of 


having the Affections ſet on Things above, The fre- 
2 Falls of moſt Profeſſbrs at all Times - the low 


ate of Faith, Love, and Grace in their Souls, is o- 
ing chiefly to their Hankerings after. worldly Things. 


This is th e . Cauſe of their Deadneſs and Coldnelſs itt 


divine , of the little Progreſs they make, and 
why ſpiritual Exerciſts ure rather 4 Burden thana De- 
light. Whereas were our Aſſections duly ſanctiſied, re - 
ligious Exerciſes would be our Delight, Study. and Pure 
ſtüts. Till then we ſhall ever be {ſtriving to leſſen reli- 
gious Duties, to think muehi of them needlets, and be 
— for this or that Indulgence or Amuſements 

ſomething the Soul muſt have to find Comfort and 
Delight in; and thoſe who don't find it in God, {eek 
for it in the World and its Pleaſures. —T his is the am- 
zing Delufion of Sin and Satan, This is the Cauſe of 
that inconfiſtent Conduct in Profeſſors which oftetid 
God, and brings a Diſcrediton Religion. This is the 
Reaſon why thoſe of no Religion ſuppoſe all Rel jon 4 
Cheat. This encourages them in Sin, and to deſpiſe 
Religion and its Profeſfors. This is the Grief 8 all 


thoſe who truly walk with God, and whoſe Hearts are 
filled with the Love of Chriſt. This is the Cuuſe of 


that trifling Spirit, of that unprofitable Diſbourie which 
waſtes W ſets a bad — * A= 
bits 


look unto und be healed. 


And he delivered them into theft Hands, ſo that ch 
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bits! in the Soul. This caiifes the World to ay, Wh 

do theſe more than others? This Indulgened of lr 
and worldly Tempers Brings on the Diver to ſpiritifal 
Things, qüenches the Love of Chriſtf ard ale the 


; Lord to Aepatt from us. Then follows Omiffieon” bf 


or the Form of Prayer without the PWet of it. 
Thais by ohr taſting of Sin and Vanity, Satan Keeps a 
Place in the Hearty hurts the Soul, prevents à Growth 
in Grace, and hinders us from knowin 
"Ret nm +9 ef 15% 3 7711 » e 115 : T N 
lat ond we have thought of thoſe P 
ufer they had been bitten by ache Serpents 2hd healed, 
they had gone to amuſe themſelves with them And 
What fhall we think of thoſe,who declare the Worltl, 
the PFleſh . Devll are their mortal Enemies, 9 
profeſs to againſt them as ſuch, yet think it ne- 
ceſſaty to —5 Amuſements among them; deſiteè to play 
-with-the Serpents” which infeſt the Wilderneſs of 22 
World, Faith and Prayer preſently relieved them. They 
confeſſed their Sins. Maſer prayed, and a Remedy. was 
immediately appointed. I his, I think, points vl Ho 
Way of Douberarios in all our Difreſles, While We 
in this Wildernefs-State,* Chriſt is lifted up for us 
Faith in Chrift 2 515 
for out Sins; exalted to infercede for us, to ife 
unto us, and draw us to himſelf to bleſs! us, is Five 
medy we are now of uſe! The Prayet 6 of Faith NY 


prevails e 
| INow-8thon And Op," Kings of Baſban; = the Ame 
rites caihe out to fight e [/raclites, * But de Eord Was | 


on their Side; and commanded Ayer not to fear therh. 


S319; Ini 


ſmote them and fubdued'thein; arid tbok PoRleMon'of 
their Country. In like manner Chriſtians march ith 
the Banner of Chriſt, fighting the god 
overcoming the Worfd, Frincipalieies 8. 
Terrible as theſe giant Ki might ſeem” he 1 ra- 
elites; they could not be more ſo than Pride” and Self- 
Will are to the Soul. Theſe ſtand between it and G 
ne Prevent its going into 5 and Pece, hich 
L i 


the Sweets of. | 
People, if, 
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ſus Ohriſt. But the Lord bids us fight, and 
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in je 


, we ſhall overcome them, The helieving Soul goes forth 


in the Name and Strength of Chriſt; ho ſubdues them, 
taking their ſtrong Holds, binding them in Chains, and 
at: laſt, caſting: them out. While in the Wilderneſs of 
this World, we muſt maintain 'a continual War agaitift 
, theſe Amorites, who would hinder us from going into 

the Land of everlaſting Reft..; {il be» 3044 117 
While the Iſraelites believed and obeyed, they over- 
dame, and ſang for Joy. So do we in this Wilderneſs- 
State. If we fight the good Fight of Faith, we over- 
come the World, and our Luſts, which cauſes the Soul 
to ſing for Joy; tor ſhe now enjoys What ſhe vainly 
hoped for in wordly Enjoyments. She now finds that 
Self- denial, Mortification, and taking up the Croſs, is 
the only way to true Peace and Comfort; while to gra- 
tify our Deſires leads us to Trouble, Diſtreſs and Mi- 


. ro ode We voarts I ola ret- fanel 
400 The Iſraelites, came now into the Land of Meab, 
. whoſe King ſent for Balaam to curſe them. What a 
Picture is here of ſuch as know not God, looking for 
Help to eyery thing but him? 2 well if we did 
not ſee ſome ſuch among many who call them- 
ſelves Chriſtians. Looking unto every vain Help of 
Man, every. thing is tried and truſted to for Help; 
Gol is the very laſt Remedy that many think of or apply 
to. How confident was Balak that Balaam's Curſe could 
_ deſtroy his Enemies? What Truſt and Reliance had he 
in human Help? This Pagan King is a Picture of 
what we daily ſee in moſt call'd Chriflians, but are real 
Infidels. There is nothing ſo abſurd and ridiculous ; 
but they can rely on it for Help, and expect Relief 
from the contrary to Reaſon itſelf, and more ſo the 
Word of God, which . ſays, „ curſed. is the Man 
Who truſteth in Man, and makes Fleſh his Arm, and 
.* whoſe Heart departeth from the Lord.” Fer: 17, 5. 
Oh! how many are under this Curſe at this Day, who 
know. not God, ſo cannot truſt in him, but all then 
Hopes is in Creatures Help ont. 
8 y E 1 85 Balaa m 
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gs N Mich, jy yet non e . 
fires.” How 'anxious was Balak to Tbs the 


12 7 2 71 ready was Baldam to go with him 
bs eto F e 1755 SLY he might 
be permitted to 0 ſe eee Tits fte led P. tiends o 


Ohriſtianity frequently affiſt its open Enemies, in en- 


1 d defeated 11 their 1 0 ects. This is trul 
le 12 the People of Gad. What Pains 
10 5 ge, Wh t Berdcke a the Ae uſe; how . re ſtleſs are 
and A laſt” how” "while J "ea Is aſe, N 
fear! 4 and Uchng ese Pents! does the 
Lord baffle all their Devices, aud not füffer them, t6 
hurt, mus 205 to curſe them! Nay, ſo greatly toes he 
OYer-Fu [et : Deſigns of his/Pegple's Eule that he 
ne him Who came to curſe them, to bleſs them, 5 ; 


dea youtrin 5 to deftroy true Chriſtians.” See how God | 


Proph ecy of. their” Glory and Pow er. 2 55 wtete 
Pr "this make Balat! Hon Ronin 'was it to 
ride ! How "miſerable emi 955 Who enga 
inſt e People! 15 oth the Lord c 995 
11 gemie, 'df his Pop 7 5 ackhowledg e their Order & | 
Beuth % How rb are thy Ten mk Jacub F 10 | 
key thy Ye his AP O rat 3% What ruſt arid Con- 


fidene ſhou this teach thoſe we are Chritts Thow 


ſecure may, they reft under this Prote dion? He that 
touche God's People; touches the A ple of, HIS Eye. 
How fhould this Teas our Faith? "Al = Kings, 
and wife, Men of the Earth may take Con "deat | 
the Ira end his Peg ple, but” ef | 
All the Nations 7 Father de c ee roy 105 | 
but the Lord can ſtrike them off, „“ like the 0 _—_ 
from the Balance as he 4 | the” Army 

u, who fled and Were deſtroyed at the 9 
98500 bf the För of Gideon, How OU 5 -. 
courage Chriſtians to ay themſelves up „ 04, in A | 


Dn ppofitions! true 


ievers 1 
rejoice in the L rd, and make thelt Bbaſt in God. | 
believe 1 525 Hat all the Threat; : 
ning vines that Peri can contrive. 


The | 


The Lord can * dalh them in pieces Uke 2 Potter's 
Veſſel.“ All that are united to Chrift and Iiye 
TOW Jay cap ont alaam, tho in 3 diffets 
"Senſe, * Surely there is no Enchantment agai nl oc 
*c neither is there 2 Porn pug rag Hrael 

» ſed are they, y they, Who have the Ga of 
« Facob.. for their Fug au) Heth upon the Heaven 
to help his People,” and with his glorious Voice con- 
Sund their Enemies. Nay, who cauſes even their 

nemies to ack now 0 Mane Let y 


% die the Death of the 0 let my latter En 
«be like his. In this ory 901 e the Wonder 
f N of God over his People 5 » the Wiles 


©” S 


t Oe and his iel againſt hem Pp 
they knew nothing of it. 

2 alſo repreſents thols who have the Knowledge 
f God in the ad, but have no Joy ve of God. in the 
Heart. Many have their Eyes, , that have not th 
| put. not. . * 


Ae 
be ful FA oubyard ee e of yh 


0 the Grace 


and yet he A e er 
Lars 7 7-0 "Balaam 
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aks very hanovrably 25 858 
and talks of * Acquaintance with him, and yet has 
bs true-Fear, Ezith, and Love of him. So far may 
an. go fa SISTERS and yet come a of it. 
ky 


17 5 5 ull of Know e, yet - VOic Hic of Gra 
«Fn ſays, go 0 I Aller Maste! In 
1 125 17 artful its of the Devil 4 and. bi lade. 
me How reſtleſs are they. to deſtroy the People. 
God!“ 0 ſooner. are they. iced in ce vo 
they: deviſe another. Tho“ Balaam, could. not cbt 

> ſend ſom e fine Women 


Hael, yet he counſelled 00 
 aMmong.t 1 nd Fornicatin), 
open Farce, Will. prevail , 


hn cect, Thr 
San has Reęcpurſe“ 
The that t are, pleaſing. 
dangerous and entic 
"0G; Within us, W. 
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to more bo ge e, Artful 
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.Nevices, 
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are the Devil's 
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 Jyfteth againſt ne rich: N eee of Pleatires of © 


Indulgence, are fo deocigtul and enſnaring, that few, ve- 


ry few, — from falling, in ſome Degree, by them. 
W. grievouſſy are our Natures poiſoned by the old 


Serpent” s Devices, that we are drawn by them to do the 


Will of Satan! Therefore it is that this World, its Pleas - 
ſures and Vanities are ſo greedily deſired— its Pc e | 
Riches ſo coveted. Thus moſt go. in. the broad 
Deſtruction, ſeeking Pleaſure, Honour and Profit. Thets 
Flay-Things to quiet and pleaſe his 
Gen and it would be Well, if he did not frequently 
by 4 heſe ecmc and wound the Souls of God's 
Men, A 
Had Batak ſent an pA Force againſ Irael, it 
Would have availed as little as.dending for Balaam to. 
2 them. Hut the deceitful Allurements of Harlots, 
y. prevailed, .and «brought on the Wrath of 
God, o he twenty-four T houtand died of the Plague. 
Under the Dicht of Pleaſure Sin entices the Soul, and 
brings Miſery. This prpves the Negefff fit of being 
dead to Sin, dead to the Wor 2 and the Pleaſures of 
denſe. This ſhews the Neceſſity of, crueifying the 
Fleſh with its Affections and Luſts. We cannot walk 
with Chriſt hexe, but in the way of Self-denial; nor 
enjoy him hereafter but by dying with him to: all the 
Deſires of he, orld, the Fleſh, and Senſe. God 
calls us to d ht ourſelves i in him, to love. him with. 
all the Heart, Soul and Strength. If we can take no 
Delight in, God here, how can we be h py with hm 
1 the endleis Ages of Eternity? "We muſt be 
like God, before we can enjoy Him; muſt have an 
heavenly Nature; be new Creatures, or we cannot be 
kappy in Heay en itſelf, God ſuffers the wicked to go 
on in their Wickednefs, to enjoy their Luſts, and 
wallow in their Pleaſures; but if thoſe who profeſs 
themſelves: to; be Strangers and Pilgrims, Travellers 
only through the W. Uderns of this World. will ſtop 
and ſeek after vain Pleaſures, and ſenſual Gratifica- 


ik the Lord will ſeverely puniſh them in this Life. 


There can be no true . to thoſe who belong ta 
| D3 Chriſt, 


= - 
- ao” = 


ſing on himſelf and his pof 
| He was zealous for bis God. © an 


N 


| ep, vue” by bing kemi u REG br: 
ample, and Walti © 0e With hi 
nineſs. Believers cannot fin Rel and Peace” to their 


in Pai and Ho 
Souls, but by walking as he walked. This certainly 


ſhould be our Endeavbur. For are e e else nt 
BE Moabites' and Er endes on every Side Are there not 
] Balaun:s continual'y ſetting before us Allutements, uch 


are agreeable to our corrupt Hearts? We have need to 


„ watch and pray always that we entet net ing Tep“ 
. 4c tation. Much more fa, 'if we are on th Borders” | 
" of our Heavenly Candan, If then we look aft&t' the! 


World, how little do we ſeein intent on out Duty. What | 
Diſhonour do we bring n Raligien, and what Viſita" 
tions may we not ex —4 from God'l'"' Phineas 18 ſet 


forth as an Example to chert. and Miniſters tc be zen” 


Jous for the Cauſe of God, boldhy to rebuke and Pupriſh” 

Vice, and to fear o Man's Perſon, when” God's Glory 

is concerned. This holy Teal turned away, God I) 

Wrath, and ftayed: the” 8 and brought chte Be- 
efity. Ut ſtands! recorded, 


What a BI ing are faithful Miniſters 400 Ruff 5 


How do they turn away God's Judgments, and ſave 
Souls from Death ? God cominanded to fmite the Mi- 


dianitet for tempting his People, When, we : reAd that Do | 


laam was flam. God temember: this wicked 'Adviſer;' 


and cut hini off for his infamous Co unſeſ. 3 Would 
nt live the Life of the Righteous, 'neithe die! 


e the Death v; the Rightebus, nor his laſt 124 elke! 
E theirs.” His Death and Exemplary Puniſhment 


ſhould be a Terror to all who tempt Men to Sin; and 


775 thereby lay Snares for their Sous. 


We are now come to Miſess Charge e Melting beben 
he died; for he muſt not enter this 8881 Land, betauſt he 


did not glorify God on à late ein, 1 Hare jean? is 


the Lord of his Honoyr What a dreadful qhi ing is Und 
belief? Many of God's People are torely* afflicted for it, 
inſomuch that many walk in Darknefs and diſquiet. a great; 
part of their Lives. Some Sins cauſe God to hide his Face, 
even at their laſt Hour; ſo 15 they ſet in a "CBA 
his 


This i is an * e 


may walk and die in the Light of God 


B FC 55. 25 3 


Bleſſcd are they that 1 
always, Who watch and pray without ceaſing, that they 

duntenance. 
But Unbelief is the Sin of AY It is ſaid A. 5Jes did not 
believe When he was bid on to ſpeak to the Rock, and 
therefore he ſmote it. Moſes cannot carry this People” 


: 544 the Land of Reſt; for the Law cannot bring us to 


eace,  * By the Law. ſhall no Man be juſtified.” / 
Mz ofes delivers the People to Jaſbua, who is to bring them 
into Canaan, So the Law. is our School-Maſter to 


3h. bas Ko to Chriſt,” who alone can bring i us to ever- 


eſt and Prace: 


laſting 
Moſes ſtrictly charged the People to” keep Wo Law. 


He ſet before them the terrible Conſequences of Sin, and GY 


the bleſſed Effects of Obedience. He recited: the Law 

and charged the Rulers * and Prieſts to be tcp 
and diligent, zealous and faithful, not to "fear Mens 
Perſons, nor to © let the I, of ay Man cauſe 
« them to ſin,” This is a Patteff to 1 good Men, 
Rulers, Miniſters, and private Chriſtians, to glorify God; 
to declare his Goodneſs, Mercy, and Truth, when they 


are going out of this World. To die is awful and ſo- 4 


lemn ; o into an eternal State, unchangeable, 
boundleſs 1 * endleſs; to go into 4 World of Spirits, to 
appear before an infinite Majeſty, in an unknown World, 
—how awful the Conſideration! What 4 wonderful 
Thing is it to die! At that Seaſon every Thing we ſay 


will be attended to; and perhaps rememberet long, and bs 


to ſome good Purpoſes. At this Seaſon God expects we 
ſhould particularly glorify him, like good old Jacob, ace. 
knowledge him to be the God who hath fed us all the 
Days of our Life, who hath redeemed our Souls from all 
Diſtreſs, and been our Guide unto Death.“ This is a 
Time to glorify God. Moſes alſo prayed that they were 
wiſe to 9 and conſider their latter End, telling 
them what a happy People they would be, if they 
truly believed and obeyed the Almighty ; ſhewing thera 
the glorious Majeſty of God, his rideth upon the 
Heavens to hefs t ofe who fear and truſt in him that 
« his "OY Arms would be under them, to gefens 5 
| D4 and 


EN 323 vols 22 1 l 144 8 Et * * #8 
- * and ſupport them,” te, What important 'Thiths dtd 
. theſe! and what Weight muſt they have When delivered” 


w 4 : Is . 17 e434) : 1 5 * * 1 C Bm 
. by 2 Ferſon juſt going into; Eternity! In that awful 


De lory of Chriſt, and the "bleſſed Support, Conſolation, 
aß Sprength chat every true Believers finds in him 
that . N yſtery of his Perſon, which affords ſuch. 

| Life, Joy, Helicht, and anſpeakable, Comfort, to thoſe 
who. are truly united to him. © Happy are thou, 0. 
et People faved of the Lord.” FCC 5 
The Lord commanded Wie to go up on Mount 
Piſgah, and enabled him to take a View of the promiſed © 
Land, and then to dle in Peace, Many a dying Chris- 
tian bas a Nhat of the heavenl Canaan, is favoured 
with, much of the reſence of heil, is enabled to taſte 


of theſe Rivers of Pleaſure, which are on the right 


Hand of the Moſt High, and to t fee more and more of 
the Glory of Godgin the Face of Jeſus Chtiſt.“ Not 
only Martyrs, but many, private Chriſtians have been ſa 
ſupported at the Approach, and in the Paſſage of Death, 
as to amaze. all thoſe who heard and ſaw it, and even the 
dying Perſons: themſelves, Their Souls have been filled 


with unſpeakable Conſolations; have been lirted up above 


— 


All Fear, or even the Senſe of Pain, fo as to cauſe * 


dem to triumph in Death, It is ſaid of Moſes by the 
iſh, Rabi is, that the Lord kiſſed away his Soul.z 
ok. ade his Soul in an Extaſy of divine Love, 


ſuch is the Love of Chriſt to thoſe who walk with 
bim, that he will comfort and ſupport them in ſome 
Meaſure, ._ will keep their Faith from failing, their 
Souls from fainting, at a Time when Nature fails, when 
the Enemies laſt and perhaps . moſt vigorous Aﬀault is 
made, When they are going into an endleſs, boundleſs 
Ocean of eternal Joy and Felicity, ** Bleſled are they 
which die in the Lord.” > RL 
Alfter the Death of Maſes, Zoſhug takes upon him the 
Command of the People, to conduct them over Jordan, 
into the promiſed Land. The People are ready and 
willing to follow him, and the Lord promiſes to be 1 


a EG every beit ſhould endeavour to ſet forth the 


nd though this is far from being the Lot of all, yet 


| 
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him, that he will not fail-nor'forſake him, but make him 
victorious over all the Power of the Enemy. Jo. 
Jhua is a Type of our glorious Immanuel, who receſyes 
Sinners from the Bondage and ' Curſe of che Law, An 
undertakes to deliver us from all the Powers of Dark- 

neſs, to make us victorious over all our ſpiritual En- 


mies, and our Cotruptions of Nature; thoſe /Canaanites _ 


who dwell in us. By Faith we are enabled to beliey 
in him as able and willing to ſave” and ſa us, 
and to bring us into the Land of everlaſting Reſt and 


Peace. God's People are made willing to match under 


the Banner of Chriſt, In bim they ſee the Power and 
Wiſdom of God, and prove him to be an all- ſufficient 
Saviour. They receive him as their King to govern 
and command, as their Prophet to teach and inſtruct, as 
their High-Prieſt to make an Atonement for their Sins, 
40 redeem and ſave them to the uttetmoſt. Jab 
aſſembles the People, and direts them ſo prepare for 
their Paſſage over Jordan to poſſeſs the Land. The 
Lord exalted Joſhua, and magnified hin before all the 
People, who were obedient to him, and did not rebel 
and gainſay as they did under Moſes.” Herein is thewn 
the glorious Dignity of Chriſt and the powerful Influ- 


- ences of his Spirit, making rebellious Sinners willing 


and obedient - through his Grace. Thoſe whb; While 
under the Law of Works, thro' which they vainly/hoped 
to be ſaved, wero always rebelling and breaking” the 
Law; when by Chriſt they are brought into a better 
Covenant, wherein Salvation and all that is needful to 
prepare: us for it, is a free Gift of Grace, are made 


willing to obey the Law as a Rule of Liſe, and the 
Way of Holineſs, although they believe' they are ac- 


cepted and faved by Chriſt alone. This is another 
Myſtery of the glorious Power and Grace of Chriſt, 
who ſaves his People not only from the Curſe and Guile 
of Sin, but alſo from the Love and Dominion of 
it. Nay, drawing and inclining them by his Spirit 
to love Holineſs, and delight in the Law ef God. 
Herein is Chriſt truly glorious, and a Saviour indeed. 
Thus delivering us from the Curie: of Hell, and the 
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Slavery of che Devil; healing our Souls, and raiſin 
tem from the Death of Sin, to a Life of Holineſs, 
bringing us into the glorious Läberty of the adopted 
hildren of God. But there are many who fondly dream 
to be ſaued in their Sin; not from them: Such deſire to 
de ſayed from Hell, but deſite to live in Sin that Grace 
may abound: Their ; Knowledge of Chriſt ſeems to be 
z after the Fleſh only, not ſpiritual. Such will have Chriſt 
as a Prieſt ta ſave them, but not as a King to govern 
them, and ſubdue Sin and ſelf ;; and to impart a new Na- 
ture to them, not will they take God's holy Law as their 
Rule of Life, but cry Lord, Lord, but will not obey his 
Commands. Theſe are in ſtrong Deluſions, believe a 
Lie, deceiving their own Souls; tor without an internal 
» Holineſs) no man ſpall ſer the Lorx lulu. 
_ + Fofhua directs the Ark of the God of the whole Earth 
to de carried towards Jordan, and that the, People, at 
an humble Diſtance, ſhould follow it as their Guide. 
He tells them moreover, When the Feet of the Prieſts, 
who bare the Ark, touch the Waters, the Waters ſhall 
divide of themſelves and open a Paſſage for tne People 
to paſs over, —— The Ark was always accompanied 
with the Divine Preſence; » Wherever the Ark was, 
there was God, there he ſhewed his Power and Glory. 
Chriſt is the Chriſtian's Ark, the Preſence, Power and 
[Gloty, of the Godhead is in Him. They who ſee! not 
the Glory of God in the Face of Jeſus Chriſt, can 
ſee no Beauty in him. They wonder what Believers 
mean who talk of it: and are ready to ask. What 
is your Beloved,, that you do ſo praiſe him!“ But 
Man cannot ſufkciently ſpeak of the Excellency of Chriſt, 
- it is a Subject too ſublime and elegant for Words to ex- 
preſs. It is the Work of God alone to reveal Chriſt to 
the Heart No Man believes that Jeſus is the Lord, 
but by the Holy Ghoſt.“ I his is the Cauſe why Chriſt 
is fo little known, ſo little deſired. But ©* to thoſe who 
believe he is precious.” Chriſt goes before us to direct 
our Way. I (ſays he) am the Way, the Truth, and 
the Liſe: No Man cometh to the Father, bat by me.” 
Every true Belicver zegards his Commands, and * 
. £ I m. 
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him. © My“ Sheep hear my Voiee and follow tie!” - 
What Attention was now paid to the Ark f All muſt eye 
its Motions Jordan had now overflowed its Banks; of 
at the Approach of the Ark. the Waters ſled away. Ne 
ſooner did the Feet of the Prieſts touch them, then they 
ſuddenly divided. All their Rage and Torrent was ſtop- 
ped. What aileth thee, O Fordan / that thou waſt 


„ driven back? What inconceèiveable Power, what a- 


mazing Glory attend the! divine Preſence! The Deep 
hears his Voice, and obeys his Will. Awfull and wen- 
derful is God. All his Works praiſe him. What hath” 
God wrought ?./ OG, d ce t tg gener I 5 
Our Lord does not appoint his People to go, where he 
has not gone himſelf? We may therefore ſaſely fol- 
low him, though into Jordan, if he commands. If we 
make his Word our Rule, we are in the way of Duty, 
and ſo need not be ſurpriſed at any apparent Dangers, * 
need not fear any Evil For he hath ſaid, When 
thou paſſeth through the Fire and the Waters I WII 
be with-:thee: '' Thus when we are brought to the 


Valley ef Death, Chriſt will be with us, will cauſe he 


oy g to divide, and give a free Paſſage to our 
hr ne nne 

Darkneſs is awful in itſelf: A kind of! Horror ace- 
companies it; and more eſpecially if the "way is un- 
krown. The Paſſage of Death is dark and gloomy, 
even to our beſt Conceptions. None can deſeribe it, for 
none return to declare what it is. Vet bleſſed be God, 
Ohtiſt hath died, yea rather hath riſen again; and . he 
<© will be our Guide unto Death,“ and our Support in 
Death. The Captain of our Salvation has” overcome 
it, diſarmed this King of his Terrors, ad made him 
the Belie vers Efiend to conduct him into endleſs Peace. 
And not only ſo, but dur Lord will vouchſaſe to enter 
this gloomy Paſſage with us; and cauſe its Darkneſs even 
to become Light. Fear thou not, for I am with 
© thee,—be- not diſmayed, for I am thy God. Iwill 
<« ſtrengthen thee—yea I will hep thee, —yea, I Will 
*© uphold thee with the right Hand of my Righteouſf- 
* neſs. When! thidu paſſeth' through the Rivers, they 
“ ſhall not overflow thee,” The 
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8 a till, all the People were paſſed over; and the Waters 


returned not ſo long as the Ark was there, So wWillithe 

12 and to comfort, ſapport, and defend all his Peo- 

12 the Paſſage of Death. And all the Waters of 
iction, all the Terrors cannot overwhelm us, While 


the Lord is with us Alſo in Afflictions and Hecays 


of Bodys, though they may be ſevere, yet the Bord hath 


promiſtd that When we paſs through the Fife) of Af 
fiction % e ſhall not be burt, for he avill be/ with us 


„tog ſave us. The Lord will give us Cbrdials that 


we ſhall not faint ; and as we approach the Valley of 


in Darkneſs, qcur 
in Sorrow. When our df 
Hearts and our Strength fail, the Lord. Jeſus will be our 

9 —— our Souls in Kis everlaſting Arms, 

oo us with Conſolation y bis Preſcnce, enabling ws: 

in tris Love, and commit our Souls to bim, 55; who-: 


Death, the Lord will be. our 


| & | hart loved us, and - waſhed us From out Sins in his 
„gen Blood.“ This: Paſſage of Death will take away 
all che Remains of our Corruption and Miſtry, will Ard 


us of all Mortality and Sin. Sin brou — TEL < In 
« Adam all die. * But bleſſed be „ In Jeſvs; 
& Chriſt; {till} all, be made alive,“ te 1 through this 
Gate of Death wwe paſs to everlaſting Life. In this Ri- 
ver of Jordan we ſhall: leave all our = Sin, and Sore | 


row, Chriſt, the Ark of our Strength, enters before us, 


ſtands and goes along with us. Ihe Waere Ccangod OV 
flow us, for at the Voice of. God they fleece. feat no 
Evil in Death, ſays the Plalmiſt. Why 2 „% Thou 


«event ou, art with; me, thy Rod and thy Staff com- 


« fott me. In this Paſſage we {hall leave. out wretched 

Clay; for Fleſh and Blood cannot enter into the King 
dom of Heaven; neither doth Corruption inherit In- 
carruption. We muſt die to be delivered from the Re- 
mains of Adam's Sin, to be made meet for the Inheritance : | 
of the Saints of Light. The Glory and Happineſs of 
heteafter- are inconceiveable. It cannot enter inta 


„ the heart of Man to know what God hath prepar- 


ed for rhoſe that lore chim. . 
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depart and be with Chriſt. The Spirit of Chrift wel- 
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Beck of Re Ine. dl "Wander Ir by with Chriſt? 
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raclites from Egypt, thro the Wildernef: 5, to the 


Land. In the ieee of ab there is a — K* 

ikeneſs. to the Pilgrimage ande e £ 
lilgergeſo of, this. M 7orl 18 = commanded to, be e- 

Parate, from Singers, to co e, out. ff 55 them, 2 

theſe. People did from the of Fine \To depar, from all 

the Pleaſures, Ws Vanities. of and. Senſe—t0 

march towards Heaven under we Fins of Chiiſt—to 

live by Faith, as theſe People did on the immediate Po 

zer and Proyidence..of God—under all Diſtreſſes and Dif- 

. kqatties, Naas in God, tp 7 5 his EA 8 Folk up- 

.on his Power, Good G eh T Tough and, Fairbfln re 

. fing; forward "towazds, the ys b che gh © 

God in Jeſus Chriſt-to; 999 FR! ht 1 5 aith, 
$5006 eee 5999 the World * 
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1 Ane Faith in be as* God and Man, his Life, 
Death, Nc. to caliſe te Kingdom of. Satan to fall down 

in the' Chriſtian's S691." Thefe People believed.” By Paith 


. . Walls of fork M down. By Faith ee e 
thro? —— . 1 Wuen they belfer 20 they 
ang d not KG wk Weite 


Abe 

. 8 wh Wo ee MYR ry GT "Faith. 

It 1 5 to = 25 5 5 Wk IL Natitie we 
overcome. Ohrift'is MS Beberen, All m All. Without 
Chriſt ne can do ee but ““ can do all Thing s thro” 
-«Ohrift;* Who ſtrengt eneth him.“ Wat a Gift is 

-Ebrift f. We echnik in him. He will march be fo 

us in this Wilderness, he zy ill fubdue all our Enemies! he 
Will divide the Sea of Aft ions, 3 us to Walke to 
it in Faith and command it to Twa low up our Enemies; 


| | - be bein ge We rin of living ere, And feed Us with 


dhe 20 f Life; he zn! teach iis his Law; Write iti in 
"our, Hearts; put is Spirit within us; caſt ont all our 
Idols; heal our, 'Soiils of the len of hery: Serpents; 
defeat all the | Wiles © * — A e and all the 
3 alt Deres's oY ſttuments will putiiftyas 
tis;"'yer fave” on dene bring us tb Jot- 
gg n d al 18" Watt 6 he tor 5 Ae tro 
* Hi to W wir us; wi 
70 Soul 1 ir al Fa of Dev ly 4 
with 


us in the aſlage of Death, and giving his 


NA 


with al e weten us * with 15 Lizk 


his Countenance, ? . yſteries of his * ; 
dom in our Souls, by th the Holy Ghoſt the, Comforter; 
taking ; away our Mmartal Garment of Fleſh, periecing 4 
harge concerning, us to guard and protect our om 4 
hus the Lord Wa 15 leave us nor forſake us, but 
Will brin bs. us thro' all Oppoſition. to Joy, Glo >, 
endleſs Peace, in his eternal Kingd om. And 8 800 this 
for his own great Name's ſake, to Al his eternal Fur- 
ſes of Love towards us, 224 
The whole Hiſtory of this People teach us to live 'by 
F aith—it ſhews the. M yſtery and Ecellene O Faith; 


and the Peace, Safety, and Bleſſedneſs of thoſe Arrre 3 


truly live by Faith —whoſe: Souls are truly xefted and 
ſtaid on God-—wholl Hope, Truſt, and nfidence Jn” © 
on God, and on his Word—and what bleſſed Fruits . 


flow from true living F aith; and the Sin, Danger, 1 2 


Miſery of Unbelief. 3 
In the loth Chap. of 1 Cir.” the Apoſile tells "el | 

that theſe things were written for our. Admonition, and 
are ſet forth to us as Examples; he alſo tells us the uſe, 
viz. not to luſt after evil things—not to murmur—not to 
tempt Chriſt, & o. This Hifory points out Chriſt to the 
Eye of F aith in the Pillar of Fire and Fand G Aaron's 
Priefthood—in the daily Sacrifice—in Moſes's Interceſ- 
fion—in the Manna, as the Bread of Life—in the Rock; 
giving Water of Life—in the brazen Serpent to heat © 
our Souls -alfo in Foſbua, to bring us to the Land of 4 
everlaſting Reſt.— In all, how exceeding glorious is Chriſt 

to the true Believer ! Chriſt! is the Believer's Life, Light, 


Strength, Wiſdom, Righteouſness, Sanctification and 


Redemption, Chriſt, is the Subſtance of the 
tures, the Alpha and Omega of all the Revelations oi | 
God. The End and Defi gn We all Scripture is, to teach 
the ſaving Knowledge of Jeſus: Chriſt in all his divine 
Offices ; and the greatneed we have of ſuch x'Redeemer + 
to ſave us from Sin, Curſe and Hell, to ſanctify and A 
bring us to Glory. = Chriſt is more to the Sul than the 
Lale to the ns be San ko this opt” 
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„ DEFINITIONS FAIT i, 


SI Roy frequently uſed the Word Faith in theſe Papers 
roper to l in 1 Senſe under e 
Goſpel 


6nly, or any particular Poktrine of It; ofe the” Neft | 


tion of ral Chriſt) |'F6f\whet the Mind Ras clear Views of the 


——— the Goſpel, it ean no more with-hbld its — ——ç— 
NAD: mathematical;Propofition, We it plain 
Saller 159 e. This is to place Faith in the hems 
ſtand ing ouly: and to make 8 Bi erence en a d "1 
Faith and a living Faith,”  Mititcudes aſſent 15 the Truths of 3 
the-Goſpel; in omithe Will is not rene wed, or the Aﬀedions F 
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